Meeting Minutes for the President’s Commission on the Status of Women

September 3, 2009, Bentley Private Dining Room
Present:   Dr. Tara Mitchell (Chair), Dr. Nicole Burkholder-Mosco, Dr. Laurie Cannady, Dr. Gayatri Devi, Dr. Elizabeth Gruber, Prof. Melinda Hodge, Dr. Patrizia Hoffman, Dr. Erin Kennedy, Dr. Denise Tyson, Dr. Lisette Schillig, Dr. Jackie Whitling

1. PCSW Minutes:

a. Tara Mitchell confirmed that the meeting minutes of April 21, 2009 were approved, with corrections, at the August 26, 2009 PCSW meeting.

b. The minutes of the August 26, 2009 meeting were approved on a motion by Lisette Schillig, seconded by Elizabeth Gruber. 

2.  PCSW Secretaries:  Melinda Hodge volunteered to take the minutes for the October 1, 2009 meeting.  Jackie Whitling will take minutes for the November 5, 2009 meeting.

3. PCSW Committee Updates:  

a. Women of Distinction Awards Committee:   Erin Kennedy stated she would be happy to continue chairing the committee.  Erin addressed the committee make-up and number of members, noting that there have been six judges in the past, but that recently there have not been enough staff persons on the Commission to serve as judges.  Jackie Whitling recommended contacting AFSCME and APSCUF to see if another staff committee member could be appointed, as needed.  Tara Mitchell noted that Cynthia Ward and Tammy Houser have recently joined the PCSW, and so could possibly serve on the committee.  Gayatri Devi inquired about the error that appeared on the President’s Open Meeting program; specifically, under the nominees for the Women of Distinction Award, the names of the HOPE Center Advisory Board members were inaccurately listed.  Nicole Burkholder-Mosco suggested a formal letter be written and sent to all the nominees for their files.  Erin Kennedy agreed to write and send the letters.  Tara Mitchell thanked the chair, Erin Kennedy, and the committee judges for their hard work on the committee this year.

b. PCSW Website:  Tara Mitchell reported there was currently nothing new on the website, but that some changes would be made once the new CMS system is installed.

4.  New Business

a. New Members of the Commission:  Tara Mitchell reported that since Paulette Davidson will be unable to attend PCSW meetings this semester and will be graduating in December, the Commission will need to recruit one or more student members.  Discussion ensued about how the Commission would want to select students as members.  Laurie Cannady suggested we have interested students submit a letter explaining their interest in joining the PCSW and what they have done on campus.  Nicole Burkholder-Mosco voiced her support for this idea.  Laurie also said she would like to see students become more actively involved on the Commission.  Tara asked what the Commission would want students to do.  Melinda Hodge proposed that existing student activities could be sponsored by the PCSW.  Gayatri Devi said sponsoring was a good idea, but any sponsored activity needs to be in accord with the PCSW mission.  Tara invited members to nominate interested students.  She also reported Koch’s suggestion that the PCSW contact the Haven Activities Council liaison, Mia Frankel, about becoming a PCSW member.  Per Tara, Mia is interested in women’s issues.

b. Fall 2009 Speaker 

i. Stephen Glassman:  Per Tara Mitchell, there is currently $500 allotted in the budget for speakers.  She said proposed fall speaker Stephen Glassman would be free, except for transportation expenses.  Patrizia Hoffman reported that Glassman is currently the appointed Chair of the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, is openly gay, can speak to incidents in government that have happened to women and others, and spoke at LHU earlier this year at Rick Schulze’s invitation.  Tara proposed the Commission have Glassman speak at an informal meeting with the PCSW as well as at a larger campus gathering.  Patrizia agreed to contact Glassman with the following possible dates:  December 3rd (first choice) and October 1st (second choice), November 5th (third choice). 

ii. Co-sponsorship with other groups:  Elizabeth Gruber reminded Tara that the HOPE Center could be one of the co-sponsors of the larger talk by Glassman, and Nicole Burkholder-Mosco reiterated that the HOPE Center could be a possible venue.

iii. Spring speakers:  Tara Mitchell asked everyone to start thinking about possible spring speakers, noting that traditionally the speaker has been an LHU alum, per the Foundation grant rules.  Patrizia Hoffman suggested Betty Schantz, an LHU faculty member who served as dean before retiring, runs the Friendship House B&B, is a Rotary Club member, and could provide a historical perspective about women faculty at LHU.  Gayatri Devi suggested Maria Boileau, who is LHU Downtown Manager and interested in women in technology jobs.  Tara requested that those with recommendations type up a short description of their candidate(s).

c. Budget:  Per Tara Mitchell, we now have our own cost code.  Albert Jones said he would help find an additional $500 if needed, and Linda Koch will continue to cover the cost of meeting lunches.  To date, Tara has spent $80 to pay for refreshments at the University Days presentation. 

d. Take Your Daughters and Sons to Work Day (TDSW):  Tara Mitchell raised concerns first expressed at the 8/26/09 meeting about whether PCSW should continue organizing and sponsoring the TDSW event.  Discussion ensued about the event tending to fall on only a few members’ shoulders, that the event does not coincide with the PCSW’s purpose and stated mission, that the original intent—to have daughters experience a day with their parent in the workplace—had been supplanted by what amounted to “babysitting” activities, and that the money budgeted for the event would be better spent on fulfilling PCSW goals relating to its mission.  Various recommendations were offered, including the possibility of students in Recreation Management (or another program) planning and running the event, returning the event to its original design, and  PCSW volunteers conducting a short wrap-up session at the end of the day.  After extensive discussion, the following decision was approved on a motion by Jackie Whitling, seconded by Nicole Burkholder-Mosco:   Tara Mitchell will arrange a meeting with Albert Jones to inform him that, given the Commission’s investment in fulfilling its stated mission, and its desire to devote members’ time and budgeted funds to mission goals, the Commission no longer plans to organize or be the sole sponsor of the TDSW event. 

e. The following agenda items will be tabled for a future PCSW meeting:  Other work on campus, Status of Women Report, and the PCSW Mission.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisette Schillig

