
Lock Haven University

Student Minority Retention Committee

Minutes, Tuesday September 29, 2009 

12:00-1:00pm

Members Present: Dr. Kathleen Allison, Dr. Elizabeth Gruber, Professor Melinda Hodge, Dr. Betsy Manlove, Dr. Jacinth Maynard, Dr. Andrew Musila, and Professor Jason Bronner, 

Absent: none

New Business:

1. The date for our upcoming meeting October 29th was confirmed.

2. Review of activities from last year

The charge for the committee was read. The most recent available minutes, March 2008, were reviewed. From the minutes, it was noted that plans were being developed for focus groups and a survey with students of color. Topics included the challenges that they face as well as what options are available to support students of color on campus. 

3. Discussion of plans/ideas for this year

A broad range of ideas were discussed. I will attempt to cover them below.

a. Betsy Manlove recommended the video: The Power of an Illusion (available in our library). 

b. Betsy Manlove noted a goal to educate LHU’s white students about the challenges faced by students of color and to communicate to whites that they have advantages. Specific examples of local racism were noted including mortgage denials to people of color and racial epithets yelled from cars at pedestrians of color.

c. Ideas were discussed on how to incorporate video and presentations on campus included coordinating with specific academic disciplines on campus, (such as science for our true genetic diversity/similiarity).

d. It was noted that an analysis of policies at LHU may be needed.  What policies are in place currently?

e. How do we direct students to the LHU programs that do exist?

f. Are LHU student recruited well?  Are they informed what to expect as college students and as college students in central PA?

g. It was noted that we should learn about the LHU recruitment efforts, (part of our charge is to educate the community about recruitment efforts).

h. Act101 and Doug Posey’s successes were noted. Can we look into his program?

Faculty volunteers as mentors? Is this possible?

i. First year student seminars were discussed, noting that each department runs the seminars in a different manner.

j. Student surveys were discussed. Can we find out how many of those students are still here?  Betsy Manlove noted she would look to into gathering data on the student surveys and focus groups.

h. It was mentioned that the previous committee had yet to make recommendations. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:47pm

Respectfully submitted,

Jason Bronner


