Social Networking Policy
Lock Haven University Department of Athletics
Student-athletes should be concerned with any behavior that might reflect badly on themselves, their families, their teams, and/or Lock Haven University. Such behavior includes any activities conducted online. 

Student-athletes are not restricted from using any online social network site and/or digital platform. However, users must understand that any content they make public via online social networks or digital platforms is expected to follow acceptable social behaviors and also to comply with federal government, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Lock Haven University and National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) rules and regulations. 

As a student-athlete participating in intercollegiate sports at Lock Haven University, you are a representative of the University. Please keep the following guidelines in mind as you participate on social networking web sites: 

• Before participating in any online community, understand that anything posted online is available to anyone in the world. Any text or photo placed online is completely out of your control the moment it is placed online – even if you limit access to your site. 

• You should not post information, photos, or other items online that could reflect negatively on you, your family, your team, the athletics department, or Lock Haven University. 

• You should not post your home address, local address, phone number(s), birth date, or other personal information, as well as your whereabouts or your plans. By doing so, you could be opening up yourself or others to predators. 

• Coaches and athletics department administrators may and will monitor these web sites. 

• Potential employers, internship supervisors, graduate program personnel, and scholarship committees now search these sites to screen candidates and applications. 

The malicious use of online social networks, including derogatory language about any member of the NCAA community; demeaning statements about or threats to any third party; incriminating photos or statements depicting hazing, sexual harassment, vandalism, stalking, underage drinking, illegal drug use, or any other inappropriate behavior, will be subject to disciplinary action by the Head Coach and/or Director of Athletics. 

Sanctions for failure to agree and adhere to this policy will result in actions ranging from reprimand or suspension to dismissal from the program, as well as loss of athletics aid, if applicable. It is the Department of Athletics’ intention to achieve a level of behavior that reflects positively on all of us. This policy is, in addition to any specific team policies established by your coach, to be used as a guideline and is consistent with policies established by Lock Haven University that apply to all students. 

Violations of Department and University policy or evidence of such violations in the content of social networks or digital platforms are subject to investigation and sanction under the LHU Student Handbook. They are also subject to investigation by law enforcement agencies. 
Ignorance of these regulations does not excuse student-athletes from adhering to them.  
