September 9, 2009
Dear Education Majors,

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome back returning students and to extend a warm welcome to all new LHUP students.  I hope that each of you had a restful summer and that you are ready to work hard once again this fall.  As well, I would like to introduce myself to those of you who are used to receiving this letter from Dr. Jane Penman. Dr. Penman is now chair of the Special Education Department and I am the Director of Teacher Education.
For those of you that are new to LHUP, part of my role as Director of Teacher Education is to keep education majors informed concerning the teacher education requirements and the dates those requirements must be met.  Typically, each semester I send out two or three emails to students with important reminders and new information.  I also hold large group meetings with students as needed.  These meeting notifications are included in the emails.  Additionally, I am available to meet with students who have issues or concerns that cannot be addressed by their advisor.

Please read all of the following items carefully and highlight those that pertain to you.

1. Office Hours for the Teacher Education Offices are as follows:  Monday and Wednesday 8:00am-12:00 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday 1:00pm-4:00 p.m., and Fridays by appointment only.

2. There will be meetings for new teacher education majors (freshmen or transfers) on Monday, September 21st from 1:30-2:30 p.m. and Tuesday, September 22nd from 2:00-3:00 p.m. in Hamblin Auditorium (The Hall of Flags).  You must choose one of those two meeting dates to attend.  You do not need to attend both.  Attendance is required and will be recorded. At this meeting, important information regarding teacher education will be presented.

3. Praxis Tests:  


Praxis Registration Forms are available through the Teacher Education 


Office, 609 Robinson Hall.  You are also encouraged to register for the 


tests online at www.ets.org/praxis  When you register for the Praxis 


exams, pay special attention to the test number and the format for the test.  



Praxis One and Praxis Two Exams will only be offered at LHUP this 


fall on November 14th.  Registrations for the November testing date must 


be received by October 15th, 2009.  

4. On Saturday, October 17th, there will be a Praxis Hybrid Class offered once again in partnership through Butler County Community College.  The cost of the class is $154.  Applications for enrollment will be available through the Teacher Education Office, 609 Robinson Hall.  This course is offered to prepare students to take the Praxis One Exams on November 14, 2009.  Please refer to www.bc3.edu/praxis for more information.
Consider this:  Taking the Praxis One exams without preparation can prove to be very expensive.  Repeating any praxis one exam will cost you $40 for each paper-based test and $80 for a computer-based test.  Students who have taken the Praxis Prep course have a 97% pass rate!!  
5. A reminder that Act 33, Act 34, TB, and FBI Clearances must be recorded to Mrs. Patty Cozzi at the Office of Student Teaching prior to participating in any field experience.  Failure to obtain necessary clearances will result in immediate removal from field experiences and may impact grades in courses requiring field experiences. Clearance information and applications can be obtained at Robinson 611. 
6. All Passing Praxis I and II scores must be recorded to Mrs. Kathy Blesh at the Teacher Education Office.  Praxis One scores must be submitted when applying for Candidacy. As well, a passed Praxis One score is required for entry into some education courses (for example, secondary education Methods I).
5.
We will continue to use LiveText software throughout all education programs.  If you need to purchase a subscription, it is once again available in the bookstore on campus.  Mrs. Bernadette Heiney and a host of student workers in the basement of the Stevenson Library are available to assist both students and faculty with LiveText. Please work with your advisor or professor who is making the LiveText assignment first, and then if you need additional help go to the library for support. 

6. Candidacy Applications are due in my office as soon as the following Candidacy requirements have been completed:  
· Earned forty-five credit hours (by the end of the current semester) 

· Successfully completed 6 credits of general education math,

· 3 credits of composition 

· 3 credits of English Literature
· Completed all Stage I documents 

· Passed all three Praxis One Exams 

· Earned a 3.0 GPA 

Then you are eligible to apply for Candidacy.  Failure to apply may delay your opportunity to enroll in 300 and 400 level education courses. 

7. If you are an EOP or an FYE student, a student with a disability, or a student who required remedial math courses and you have earned forty-five credits, you may be eligible for Alternative Admissions even though you presently do not meet the Candidacy Requirements.  Please contact the Teacher Education Office for an Alternative Admissions Application.

8. Candidates anticipating in enrolling in the Professional Semester for spring 2010 must complete a Professional Semester Application by October 1st at 4:00 pm.  Candidates must have a 3.0 GPA overall and in their major to be eligible for professional semester.  Additionally, candidates must have all Developing Portfolio Requirements met in order to be eligible for the professional semester including evidence of liability insurance, current clearances and a negative TB.

9. Candidates who are prepared to present Developing Portfolios in fall 2009 must complete a Portfolio Application by October 1st at 4:00pm.  

10. Reminder:  All Praxis II exams must be registered for or attempted prior to the Student Teaching Semester.  Butler County Community College offers an on-line Praxis II prep course.  Please go to www.bc3.edu/praxis for more information.
11. All praxis exams must be passed prior to applying for certification.  Current certification requirements also include a 3.0 GPA. 

If you have any concerns, please stop by the Teacher Education Office and make an appointment or send me an email.  Best wishes to each of you for a great semester.

Sincerely,

Dr. Catherine Gatewood

cgatewoo@lhup.edu
Director of Teacher Education

Lock Haven University

