Dr. Gayatri Devi, Fall 2008

Engl 405.01 [3 credits], Grammars of English
Office: Raub 302, Office Hrs: T/R 11a-1p
Tel: 570-484-2284, Email: gdevi@lhup.edu, Website: www.lhup.edu/gdevi
SYLLABUS AND READING LIST

Course Description

In this course we will look at English grammar from the perspectives of traditional grammar and transformational generative grammar. Primary attention will be given to understanding English grammar concepts such as the sentence, verb forms, clause structures, phrase structure grammar etc following English morphology and syntax. We will also study grammatical evidence and arguments for correctness in usage. 

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to do the following:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of, and skills in the use of the English language (NCATE 3.1)

2. Demonstrate knowledge of semantics (ambiguity, euphemism, connotation, denotation, jargon); syntax (word order, sentence structure); and grammatical/linguistic theories and practice (PDE I.A.).

3. Describe the history of grammatical studies that led to the development of multiple approaches to English grammar, paying particular attention to prescriptive, structural, and transformation/generative approaches.

4. Analyze, using both descriptive and prescriptive approaches, the morphological and syntactical components of English sentences.

5. Contrast the use of Reed-Kellogg diagrams and phrase markers or tree diagrams.

6. Explain the grammatical structures of common errors in writing.

7. Describe changes that have occurred and are occurring in English grammar. 

8. Describe how common Pennsylvania dialects differ from standard American English in spoken and written grammar. 

Required Texts and Other Supplies

Huddleston, Rodney and Geoffrey Pullum. A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Instructor Handouts in class

Notebook for class work

Pen

Stapler

Recommended Texts

Good College Dictionary

Good Thesaurus

Additional Writing Support
Online Writing Site of Purdue University at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. Common writing questions answered plus MLA style guide freely available here. Check it out!

LHUP’s Writing Center in Raub 409: Make an appointment with a peer tutor for help with your writing.
Course policies

Attendance: The ideal situation is when you are not absent at all through the course of the semester. Three documented absences (show me the official letter for a family or medical emergency) are excused. That is a whole week of missed classes for a class that meets thrice a week. With the fourth unexcused absence, you miss 5 points for each absence. If you are absent or you know you will be absent, please find out about due items, readings, assignments, activities etc from your classmates, and not me. Also, if you know you will miss class, please email me regarding your absence as early as possible.

Lateness: All assignments and responses are due at the beginning of class. I will not accept late assignments, except in the case of excused absences. 

Submission of Assignments: All assignments must be submitted as typed, hard paper copy in class on the day it is due.  You must type your name and class affiliation on the upper left hand corner of the first page. All pages must be paginated bottom right hand corner.  No email attachments. No email submissions of any kind. No exceptions. If you know you are going to be absent on the day the assignment is due, you must submit the assignment as hard copy prior to your absence. If you are absent on the day the assignment is due, for an unexcused purpose, I shall not grade your assignment. An absence will be excused only if you present official documentation to me. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s ideas, words, phrases or sentences without formal acknowledgement. It is also copying another student’s work, cheating in an exam or otherwise engaging in scholarly misconduct. Plagiarism is not that difficult to ascertain; for a first offense, it will result in a failing grade for that assignment.  A second offense will result in failing the course.  For a third offense, you shall be referred to Student Service for appropriate penalties, which might include expulsion from the school. Consult the Student Handbook for LHUP’s full policy.  Your best course of action is to do your own work and learn something in the process. So when in doubt, cite it.

Email:  Be sure to sign up for and regularly check your “@lhup.edu” email account.  If I need to contact you, individually or as a class, I will only use your LHU address.  Instructions for setting up an account can be found on LHU’s webpage (www.lhup.edu), at department chairs’ offices, and at Enrollment Services (Russell Hall).

Disabilities:  Qualified students with disabilities needing appropriate academic adjustments should contact me as soon as possible to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner.  Dr. Rey Junco, Director of Disability Services (104 Russell, 484-2926), must verify the disability.
Assignments and Course Work: The format for this course is lecture, discussion, peer group work, and individual work. This means that you must come to class prepared with the readings for the day. 

Assignments and Grade Points: During the semester you will be given points, not letter grades. 

Four Unit Tests: 50 points each 

Final Exam – 50 available points

Daily quizzes/homework – 100 points
Final Grade Distribution [on a percentage scale]

A: 93% and above; A-: 90%-92%, B+: 86%-89%, B: 83%-85%, B-: 80%-82%, C+: 76%-79%, C: 73%-75%, C-: 70%-72%, D: 60%-69%, E: Less than 59%

Reading List 

LING: LINGUSTICS: AN INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION

Each day you must come prepared with the reading for the day. There are several exercises in your textbook. Review them at home, and give yourself some strategies on how to answer these questions. You do not need to answer any of these questions at home, unless I specifically ask you to do so as homework. We shall be working with these exercises in class. You will not be given time to read in class; you will have time only to respond to the questions. So please come prepared with the readings and ready to write.

Schedule of Readings and Assignments

Aug 25 
Course Introduction; syllabus review; diagnostic grammar test in class

Aug 27 
Ch.1, Standard English, pp. 1-9 

Aug 29

Ch. 2 A Rapid Overview, pp. 11-16
Sept 3 

Ch.2, A Rapid Overview, pp. 16-22
Sept 5 

Ch.2, A Rapid Overview, pp. 22-27
Sept 8
 
Ch. 3, Verb Forms, pp. 29-33
Sept 10 
Ch. 3, Verb Forms, pp. 33-37
Sept 12 
Ch. 3, Verb Forms, pp. 37-44
Sept 15 
Ch. 3, Verb Forms, pp. 44-51
Sept 17 
Ch. 3, Verb Forms, pp. 51-59
Sept 19 
UNIT TEST 1 IN CLASS [OPEN BOOK]
Sept 22 
Ch. 4, Clause Structure, pp. 63-70
Sept 24 
Ch. 4, Clause Structure, pp. 70-77
Sept 26 
Ch. 4, Clause Structure, pp. 77-80
Sept 29

Ch. 5, Noun Phrases, pp. 82-90
Oct 1 

Ch. 5, Noun Phrases, pp. 90-97
Oct 3

Noun Phrases Review in class

Oct 7 (T) 
UNIT TEST 2 IN CLASS [OPEN BOOK]
Oct 8 

Ch. 6, Adjectives and Adverbs, pp. 112-122
Oct 10 

Ch. 6, Adjectives and Adverbs, pp. 122-125
Oct 13 

Ch. 7, Prepositions and preposition phrases, pp. 127-133
Oct 15 

Ch. 7, Prepositions and preposition phrases, pp. 133-139
Oct 17 

Ch. 7, Prepositions and preposition phrases, pp. 139-144
Oct 20 

Ch. 7, Prepositions and preposition phrases, pp. 144-147
Oct 22 

Review in class
Oct 24 

UNIT TEST 3 IN CLASS [OPEN BOOK]
Oct 27 

Ch. 9, Clause Type: asking, exclaiming and directing, pp. 159-168
Oct  29 
Ch. 9, Clause Type: asking, exclaiming and directing, pp. 168-172
Oct 31 

 Ch. 10, Subordination and content clauses, pp. 174-181
Nov 3 

Ch. 10, Subordination and content clauses, pp. 174-181, Review
Nov 5 

Ch. 13, Non-finite clauses and clauses without verbs, pp. 204-211
Nov 7
 
Ch. 13, Non-finite clauses and clauses without verbs, pp. 211-214
Nov 10 
Ch. 13, Non-finite clauses and clauses without verbs, pp. 214-223
Nov 12 
Ch. 13, Review in class
Nov 14 
UNIT TEST 4 IN CLASS [OPEN BOOK]
Nov 17 
Ch. 15, Information Packaging in the clause, pp. 238-246
Nov 19 
Ch. 15, Information Packaging in the clause, pp. 246-251
Nov 21 
Ch. 15, Information Packaging in the clause, pp. 251-258
Nov 24 
Ch. 15 Review in class
Dec 1

Ch. 16 Morphology, Words and Lexemes

Dec 3 

Ch. 16 Morphology, Words and Lexemes
Dec 5

Grammar of Pennsylvania dialect

LAST DAY OF CLASS

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FINAL EXAM: Tuesday December 9, 2p-3:50p, East Campus B-205

[open book]
� This is our reading list in the ideal world. We shall attempt to follow this schedule to the best of our abilities. If there are any changes to this schedule I shall give that to you in writing. Until then, please come prepared each day to class with all readings done.





