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 HIST 102 Hinduism: Social Science Seminar

Fall 2008





Dr. Laxman D.  Satya
MW class 3:35-4:50 PM, Raub 212


Office: Raub 207A
Office Hours:  




Phone: (570) 484-2696 (O)   


MW 2:35-3:35 & 6:20-7:20 PM; T 12:15-1:15 PM
E-mail: lsatya@lhup.edu
This course is a broad survey of the History of ancient and early medieval India in the context of the development of the Hindu tradition in its interaction with other traditions in the same genre, such as Jainism, Buddhism, Bhakti, Shakti, Sikhism, Tantrism, etc.  It will also look at the formation of a composite culture of South Asia from within and without with the coming of Christianity and Islam from outside the Indian Subcontinent.   
Required Books:

Romila Thapar, Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004.  Text

Bulbul Sharma, The Ramayana, New York: Penguin India.

Vishnu Sarma, The Pancatantra, New York: Penguin Classics.

Requirements:  Reading, taking notes, tests, quizzes, book reports, seminar paper and presentation, attendance, and class participation.
Grading: The final grade will be computed based on the consolidated score in the following manner: Map test 20 points, quizzes 60 points; tests (including final exam) 120 points; book reports 60 points; seminar paper 50 pts; attendance and class participation 50 points.    

Note:  Documented illness or emergency is the only acceptable excuse for missing an exam or assignment deadline.   In case of a missed test, a makeup test will be given and it needs to be taken within one week of the test date, after which, the opportunity will be forfeited.  However, there will be no makeup for missed quizzes.  So try not to miss any tests or quizzes.  It is also important that the book reports be submitted on the due date.  There will be a penalty of one letter grade per day (including weekend) for late submission.  So be cautious and aware of the schedules, dates, and deadlines.  In case of late submission, endorsement from the Department Secretary or a Faculty member will be required. It is absolutely essential that all assignments be completed on time.  Arguing over missed tests, quizzes or late written assignments cannot be entertained in the interest of time.    
Students with disabilities:  Any student with documented disability who needs to arrange necessary accommodations must contact Student Support Services at the Department of Academic Counseling and Development (Russell Hall) and also inform the course Professor at the beginning of the semester.  Accommodation arrangements must be made during the first two weeks of the semester.   
Absences:  Attendance is vital to your comprehension of the course material and ultimate grade.  If you are absent from a class, you are responsible for all the material missed in that class.  The Instructor cannot provide notes outside the class.
Academic Integrity and classroom etiquette:  Any cheating on the tests and quizzes or plagiarism in the written report will result in an automatic E and may even lead to failure in the course.  Everyone is advised to come to class on time, be attentive, take notes, and participate in discussion.  Anyone disturbing the class by chatting or talking to others and/or dozing off will be first warned and then asked to leave the classroom.  Inform the instructor of any consistently aggravating classroom disruptions. Be respectful of your peers and don’t get in the way of those who want to learn.  Please avoid walking in and out of the room while the class is in session (unless absolutely necessary).  As a policy of the Professor, the use of laptop computers, cell phones, pagers, and/or any other electronic device are strictly prohibited in the class.  Please keep your cell phones on off mode and refrain from sending or receiving text messages.  The use of tobacco or related products is also not permitted in the class.  In case of violation of the above mentioned rules, a warning will be given, which will be followed by disciplinary action.  Please do not create circumstances which will force the instructor to take such action.  Thank you and good luck.         

Course Format and Weekly Schedule 
Week 1, Aug 25
Landscapes and Peoples, Thapar Ch. 2





Map Test, August 27th 

Week 2, Sep 1

Antecedents, Ch. 3 





Quiz 1 September 3rd 

Week 3, Sep 8

Towards Chiefdoms and Kingdoms: c. 1200-600 BCE, Ch. 4

Week 4, Sep 15

Review and Test 1

Week 5, Sep 22
States and Cities of the Indo-Gangetic Plain: c. 600-300 BCE, 

Ch. 5



Ramayana Book Report due, September 24th
Week 6, Sep 29
The Emergence of Empire: Mauryan India; c. 321-185 BCE, Ch. 6



Quiz 2 September 29th 

Week 7, Oct 6
Of Politics and Trade: c. 200 BCE-CE 300, Ch. 7

Week 8, Oct 13

Review and Test 2

Week 9, Oct 20
The Rise of the Mercantile Community: c. 200 BCE-CE 300, Ch. 8



Pancatantra Book Report 1 due October 22nd  

Week 10, Oct 27
Threshold of Times: c. CE 300-700, Ch. 9



Quiz 3 October 27th 

Week 11, Nov 3
The Peninsula: Establishing Authorities and Structures; c. CE 900-1300, Ch. 10 

Week 12, Nov 10

Review and Test 3

Week 13, Nov 17
The Politics of Northern India: c. CE 700-1200, Ch. 12 





Quiz 4 November 17th 





Pancantantra Book Report 2 due November 19th 
Week 14, Nov 24
Northern India: Distributive Political Economy and Regional Cultures; c. CE 800-1300, Ch. 13

Week 15, Dec 1
Class presentations and preparation for final exam




Final Exam: Friday, December 12, 2:00-3:50 PM
