SCI 110: Lab Write-Up Format

	Author
	

	I. Title 

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Provide an appropriate title for the investigation that was undertaken.

	II. Purpose

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Provide a clear statement of the purpose of the investigation.

	III. Data 

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Organize and display the data you collected in the form of a table. Make sure each column has a heading. Make sure to label the units of measurement for each quantity that was measured.

	IV. Analysis

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Analyze the data you collected. This may include performing calculations and representing the data graphically.

	V. Conclusions

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Describe what you found as a result of your investigation. Make sure to use the data you collected and analysis you performed as evidence to support your assertions. Also make sure to discuss the physical principles that are illustrated by the investigation.

	VI. Limitations/Sources of Error

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Discuss any shortcomings in the experimental procedure you followed. Another way of thinking about this is to express the level of uncertainty you have in the results.

	VIII. Connections to the Class Readings 

	(your work goes here)

Instructions: Explain how the results of this investigation relate to the readings that have been assigned around the time the investigation was undertaken.


NOTE: Delete the “instructions” and “your work goes here” text in your write-up.

SCI 110: Lab Write-up Rubric

	Sections
	Unacceptable
	Basic
	Proficient
	Distinguished

	Title
	(0)

Title is inappropriate
	
	(1)

Title is appropriate
	

	Purpose
	(0)

The statement of purpose is not accurate.
	(1)

The statement of purpose is not quite accurate.
	(2)

The statement of purpose is clear, concise and accurate.
	

	Data
	(1)

Data is inaccurate. Table is not well organized and more than one measured quantity is not correctly labeled with appropriate units.
	(2)

Data is accurate. Table is well organized and more than one measured quantity is not correctly labeled with appropriate units.
	(3)

Data is accurate. Table is well organized and all but one measured quantity are correctly labeled with appropriate units.
	(4)

Data is accurate. Table is well organized and all measured quantities are correctly labeled with appropriate units.

	Analysis
	(1)

Appropriate analysis is not performed including appropriately labeled graphs (where necessary) with more than one error or omission.
	(2)

Appropriate analysis is performed including appropriately labeled graphs (where necessary) with more than one error or omission.
	(3) 

Appropriate analysis is performed including appropriately labeled graphs (where necessary) with only one error or omission.
	(4)

Appropriate analysis is performed including appropriately labeled graphs (where necessary).

	Conclusions
	(1)

Appropriate conclusions are stated but not supported with evidence and clear connections to underlying principles are not made.
	(2)

Appropriate conclusions are stated but not supported with evidence. Clear connections to underlying principles are made.
	(3)

Appropriate conclusions are stated and supported with evidence somewhat. Clear connections to underlying principles are made.
	(4)

Appropriate conclusions are stated and clearly supported with evidence. Clear connections to underlying principles are made.

	Limitations & Sources of Error
	(1)

Discussion is not thoughtful and there is little or no attention to uncertainty.
	(2)

Discussion is somewhat thoughtful and there is little or no attention to uncertainty.
	(3)

Discussion includes thoughtful reflection and there is little or no attention to uncertainty.
	(4)

Discussion includes thoughtful reflection and attention to uncertainty.

	Connections to Readings
	(1)

Author makes only one connection to the readings but it is not appropriate.
	(2)

Author makes two or mote connections to the readings but they are not appropriate.
	(3)

Author makes at least one appropriate connection to the readings.
	(4)

Author makes at least two appropriate connections to the readings.


