First-Generation Student Data
Lock Haven University, 6/21/07

This analysis seeks to clarify reports of the percentage of “first-generation” students at Lock Haven. 
There are at least two definitions of “first-generation.”
· Federal grants define “first-generation” as students whose parents lack a baccalaureate degree (i.e., neither parent has one), because of the socioeconomic advantage associated with a four-year degree.

· Others define “first-generation” as students whose parents never enrolled in postsecondary education, because these students’ families typically have less understanding of how colleges work.
Our data has ambiguities, but it appears that as many as two-thirds of entering students’ come from families in which neither parent completed a bachelor’s degree, half from families in which neither parent has completed at least an associate’s degree, and one-third from families in which neither parent ever enrolled in postsecondary education. These figures appear perhaps 5-15% higher than for peer schools.
Challenges Interpreting the Data (Optional: For Those Who Want to Know More)
We have three relevant sources of data, each of which presents only a partial picture. 
· Fall 2006 FAFSA data on 738 first-time, full-time, baccalaureate students.

· Fall 2004 CIRP data on 505 first-time, full-time, baccalaureate students.

· Fall 2005 NSSE data on 127 freshman and 138 seniors.

All three ask what level of education fathers and mothers “completed,” but the choice of answers varies. Only NSSE singles out a “bachelor’s degree.” There are indications that students view a two-year degree, postsecondary license, or certification as “completing college.”
	FAFSA
	CIRP
	NSSE

	
	Grammar school or less
	

	Middle school/junior high
	Some high school
	Did not finish high school

	High school
	High school graduate
	Graduated from high school

	College or beyond
	Postsecondary school other than college
	Attended college but did not graduate

	Other/unknown
	Some college
	Completed associate’s degree

	
	College degree
	Completed bachelor’s degree

	
	Some graduate school
	Completed master’s degree

	
	Graduate degree
	Completed doctorate


All three report data for fathers and mothers separately. Without raw data (not available for CIRP) we cannot identify students’ families in which neither parent having a baccalaureate degree. 
	
	
FAFSA
	
CIRP
	NSSE
Fresh. 
	NSSE
Senior
	* NSSE
Fresh. 
	* NSSE
Senior

	Father has no college experience
	
	55.1%
	55%
	52%
	
	

	Mother has no college experience
	
	56.1%
	53%
	49%
	
	

	Father completed college (or beyond)
	33%
	30.5%
	33%
	38%
	27%
	27%

	Mother completed college (or beyond)
	42%
	30.1%
	32%
	37%
	20%
	24%

	Both completed college (or beyond )
	19%
	
	19%
	18%
	14%
	12%

	At least one completed college (or beyond)
	55%
	
	49%
	58%
	33%
	37%

	Neither completed college (or beyond)
	45%
	
	51%
	42%
	67%
	63%

	At least one has some college (or more)
	
	
	65%
	69%
	
	

	Neither has any college experience
	
	
	35%
	31%
	
	


*
A comparison of NSSE data with data from other sources strongly suggests that students completing FAFSA and CIRP viewed an associate’s degree as “completing college” and a “college degree.” 
The italicized data considers only a bachelor’s degree as a college degree or completion. 
Supporting Data (Optional: For Those Who Want to Know More)
Fall 2006 FAFSA Data 
	Highest level of education completed
	Father
	%
	Mother
	%

	Middle school/junior high
	13
	2%
	17
	2%

	High school
	437
	60%
	388
	53%

	College or beyond
	217
	30%
	288
	39%

	Other/unknown (excluded from percentages)
	60
	8%
	40
	5%

	Total
	727
	
	733
	


· Sample includes 738 first-time, full-time, baccalaureate students.

· The data does not indicate how many parents had some college (without graduating).

Fall 2004 CIRP Data

Cooperative Institutional Research Program, UCLA
	
	LHU
	
	Peer
	Schools
	All 4-yr
	Public

	Highest level of education completed
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother

	Grammar school or less
	3.3%
	2.2%
	1.5%
	1.3%
	2.7%
	2.3%

	Some high school
	5.9%
	4.4%
	3.1%
	2.0%
	5.3%
	3.9%

	High school graduate
	41.2%
	41.0%
	20.6%
	21.3%
	26.7%
	26.0%

	Postsecondary school other than college
	4.7%
	8.5%
	4.6%
	5.1%
	4.6%
	5.3%

	Some college
	10.4%
	13.7%
	15.4%
	17.2%
	16.8%
	19.3%

	College degree
	24.1%
	21.0%
	30.7%
	32.9%
	26.2%
	27.7%

	Some graduate school
	0.4%
	1.2%
	2.4%
	3.1%
	1.7%
	2.1%

	Graduate degree
	10.0%
	7.9%
	21.6%
	17.0%
	15.9%
	13.3%


· LHU sample includes 505 first-time, full-time, baccalaureate students.

· Without the raw data, we cannot identify students whose parents both lack a “college degree.”
Fall 2005 NSSE Data

National Survey of Student Engagement, University of Indiana
	Freshmen (n = 127)
	LHU
	
	Peer
	Schools
	Nat’l 
	Data

	Highest level of education completed
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother

	Did not finish high school
	6%
	3%
	10%
	9%
	7%
	6%

	Graduated from high school
	49%
	50%
	30%
	27%
	24%
	23%

	Attended college but did not graduate
	13%
	13%
	17%
	18%
	14%
	16%

	Completed associate’s degree
	6%
	12%
	9%
	13%
	8%
	12%

	Completed bachelor’s degree
	14%
	12%
	22%
	22%
	25%
	27%

	Completed master’s degree
	11%
	7%
	10%
	10%
	14%
	14%

	Completed doctorate
	2%
	1%
	3%
	1%
	7%
	3%


	Seniors (n = 138)
	LHU
	
	Peer
	Schools
	Nat’l 
	Data

	Highest level of education completed
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother
	Father
	Mother

	Did not finish high school
	7%
	4%
	13%
	11%
	10%
	8%

	Graduated from high school
	45%
	45%
	29%
	30%
	24%
	26%

	Attended college but did not graduate
	10%
	14%
	16%
	17%
	14%
	15%

	Completed associate’s degree
	11%
	13%
	8%
	13%
	8%
	12%

	Completed bachelor’s degree
	20%
	16%
	21%
	16%
	24%
	24%

	Completed master’s degree
	4%
	8%
	10%
	10%
	13%
	13%

	Completed doctorate
	3%
	0%
	4%
	1%
	7%
	2%
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