Water as/a Source of
Conflicts in the World

Dr. K



NWater 1 s the sl eepl
the 21st Century and we all need to
wake up about It.

FLOW (movie) opens our eyes about
the greatest threat of our time - the
global water crisis. It is a compelling
and passionate film. Its engaging

narrative will grip the viewer."
Robert Redford



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGd9D4J0lag&feature=related

Why should we care in US?

Most of the major water-related conflicts
are in other countries in the world. Then
guestion Is, why should we care?

Let 0s |1 sten to an e
think-tank called Center for Strategic &
International Studies (CSIS).

Water diplomacy Is important for stability



http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/world/policy-think-tank-calls-for-water-bureau-in-washington
http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/world/policy-think-tank-calls-for-water-bureau-in-washington
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Root Cause of Conflicts

Worl dos freshwater i

Demand is growing to supply all citizens
with potable and clean water

Result Is conflicts among stakeholders

40% of worl dos popul
watershed with 260 important rivers

Upper riparian countries interpret water
rights very differently from the lower
riparian stakeholders, resulting in disputes



Water as a Source of Conflicts
Types of water conflicts

Control of Water Resources

Military Tool
US Civil War;

Political Tool
Ganges dispute

Terrorism
Military Target

US-Korean War; Arab Israeli Wars
Development Disputes

L et O0s gfeorithe extent ef eonflicts



http://worldwater.org/conflictchronology.pdf

Conflicts in Asia

India-Pakistan Conflicts
Indus River

Ganges River (between then East
Bangladesh and India)

India-Bangladesh Conflicts
Ganges, Brahmaputra, Meghna, Barak, Teesta
54 common rivers I most are controlled unilaterally by India
Dams in India and the fate of Bangladesh
The Farakka Barrage and the Ganges Treaty of 1996

India-Nepal Conflicts
Kosi river floods in 2008
Bi |l ater al agreements that peopl

China vs. India and Bangladesh
Brahmaputra River diversion plan by China



http://www.gee-21.org/publications/pdf files/Conflictsbetweencountriesvol.3Jan.2004.pdf
http://www.geo.fio.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=2512
http://www.geo.fio.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=2512
http://www.geo.fio.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=2512
http://www.ipcs.org/article/india/chinas-dam-on-the-brahmaputra-cause-for-concern-3174.html

LINKS ENVISAGED AS PER
NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE PLAN

Source: Dr. J. Rao, 2003
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Dams Around Bangladesh: Cause For Concern
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DAMS AND BARRAGES ON THE COMMON RIVERS OF BANGLADESIH AND INDIA
Red circles are showing dams/barrages ca the commen nivers of Bungladesh and ndia, blue circles are showing dams
and reservoirs in West Beagal, Indin. Sousoe: Adel,M.M.,2001,1596, Bridge & Husain, 2000,2001, Journzlist-Sattar A,
1996, Hebblethwaite,G..1997, Rahman, M M., 1985, Abbas, A.BM, 1992, joint River Commission, Bangladesh, 1996,
India drainage, 1996, , Ahamed, A. 1973, Khim, R1,1978, 1973, Hoque, M.A.1998, Sufian, K_,1993, Hossain, A, 1975,

Alexander, D. 1995




Proposed Dams in NE India



