
Plate Tectonics 

É Lithosphere vs. 
asthenosphere  
ï Continental 

lithosphere 
>100 km thick  
É Very thick, 

buyont , and 
felsic  rocks  

ï Oceanic 
lithosphere 
<100 km thick  
É Relatively 

thin, sinks 
easily, mafic  
rocks  



Continental Drift: Prelude to Plate Tectonics 

É What is 
continental 
drift? What 

is Pangaea?   

Pan = One; Gaea = Earth (i.e. a 
supercontinent that existed 250 M.Y. ago  

Continental drift = movement of 
continents from Pangaea to present 
locations  



Continental Drift 

É What evidence 
(there are 
about four) did 
A. Wegener 
used to pursue 
the concept of 
continental 
drift?    

(1) Fit of the 
continents  


