Summary of Program Assessment – AY 2003-2004
Part I:  List of all Outcomes Goals for the Program of Psychology 
1. At the end of the program those majors who seek graduate training will be accepted and ready for graduate work.
2. At the end of the program graduates seeking work in psychology or related fields will find entry level work.
3. At the end of the program majors will perform at a criterion level on bachelor’s level achievement tests in the field.

4. At the end of the program majors will demonstrate the ability to conduct controlled research, conduct appropriate

            statistical analyses, and report the results using proper APA style.
5. At the end of the program clinical-counseling track majors will demonstrate the skills needed for paraprofessional 

            and supervised work in their field.
6. At the end of the program experimental and physiological track majors will be able to demonstrate the laboratory 

            research skills needed for their chosen sub-field within psychology.
7. At the end of the program majors will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the ethics required for their chosen 

            field of human or animal research or practice.
8. At the end of the program majors will be able to critique psychological discourse and research using the tools of 

            scientific and critical thinking.
9. At the end of the program majors will be able to demonstrate the ability to translate theoretical and applied problems 
            into appropriate research designs and procedures whereby causal hypotheses can be answered.

10. At the end of their coursework psychology minors will be able to use concepts in psychological research methodology
            and critical thinking to critique human research and design cogent studies. 


Summary of Program Assessment – AY 2003-04
Part II:  Assessment of Primary Goals for the Program of Psychology
	Program – Initiated

Goal or Objective
	Where, When, and How

Monitored
	Expectation for

Satisfactory

Performance
	Observations of

Student Performance
	When and By Whom Were Results Analyzed?
	Outcome of Analysis
	Dept. or Program Follow-up

	CORE SKILLS EXAM
At the end of the program majors will perform at a criterion level on bachelor’s level achievement tests in the field (Goal 3). Sixty percent of students will exceed the criterion for acceptable performance.

	Each semester senior psychology majors take an achievement test in the field that measures their core scientific skills such as statistical ability, research design and research critical analysis.
	The Psychology Department has set the criteria for “meeting” the standard at between 70% and 75%, and for “exceeding” the standard at over 75%.   A six semester “average” was 74%.
	How many students

20  (49%)       exceeded

 7  (17%)       met

14  (34%)    did not  meet

                   expectations

      0       exempted

    41       TOTAL
	Analyst:
Kevin Morrin
or

Individual analysis (describe)?

Dr. Morrin is one
of the instructors
for the Psyc 409 course.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Objective wholly satisfied

XXX Objective not wholly satisfied. Follow-up strategy is:

Since only 49% exceeded objective, the department is embarking upon a program of increased embedded practice of these skills (see below).

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None required

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Follow-up completed on date___________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Will re-examine by date___May 2005_____

See proposed strategies to increase number of students who exceed criterion.  

	FINAL RESEARCH PAPER IN PSYC409
At the end of the program majors will demonstrate the ability to conduct controlled research, conduct proper statistical analyses, and report the results using correct APA style.  Fifty percent of students will exceed the criterion for acceptable performance.

	Each semester senior psychology majors  conduct original research in the field and report their findings in a research report in correct APA style. This research is also reported in a poster format suggested by the psychology associations.
	The Psychology Department has set the criteria for “meeting” the standard at between 70% and 80%, and for “exceeding” the standard at over 80%. An eight semester “average” was 81.5%.
	How many students

24  (58%)       exceeded

13  (32%)       met

4  (10%)      did not meet

                   expectations

      0       exempted

    41       TOTAL
	Analyst
Kevin Morrin
or

Individual analysis (describe)?

Dr. Morrin is one
of the instructors

for the Psyc 409 course

	XXX Objective wholly satisfied

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Objective not wholly satisfied. Follow-up strategy is:


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None required

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Follow-up completed on date___________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Will re-examine by date___________


Other observations?  Unexpected findings?  Overall what changes/improvements are planned as a result of the assessments shown in the table?

Proposed strategies to increase senior major scores on the Core Skills Exam

1. During the academic year 2004-2005 the Psychology Department will pursue the installation of a Bachelor of Science program which will feature more science education for majors.

2. During the 2004-2005 year the department will experiment with a version of the Core Skills Exam in the psychological methods course (Psyc202) in order to give students more practice in doing the statistical and critical thinking exercises required by the Core Skills Exam.

3. All psychology courses taken by majors will henceforth include one or more exercises or assignments that tap into the Core Skills Exam  skills such as research problem solving and critical thinking (research design, critique of research reports, application of statistical reasoning, etc.) in order to give majors more practice with these learning goals.

4. The general learning goals (skills to be demonstrated) of the Core Skills Exam will be published and made available to all majors so that they may more continuously prepare for the exam. 

5. The department will explore the development of an ETS style content knowledge achievement exam for psychology majors which will be eventually concurrently validated against the regular ETS Psychology Achievement Exam.  This exam will be taken by majors online in a proctored setting during their senior year (a version could also be given in their junior year).

