III. Outcomes Assessment:  Summary of Philosophy Program Assessment – AY 2008-2009
	Program – Initiated

Goal or Objective

Students in
Philosophy General Education courses should acquire  critical thinking skills


	Where, When, and How

Monitored

Instructors teaching Gen Ed will apply a CT rubric to the final exam in one course each per year    
	Expectation for

Satisfactory

Performance

80% of students should rank as at least competent on this rubric
	Observations of

Student Performance

We have data from Spring ’08 and Fall ’09 classes 
	When and By Whom Were Results Analyzed?

Members of the department
	Outcome of Analysis

Goals met in two Ethics sections, 
unsatisfied in three Problems sections.
Unsure of causes 
	Dept. or Program Follow-up

Ongoing collection of more data

	Majors should demonstrate substantial improvement in their understanding of the history of philosophy 
	Collection of writing samples at  beginning and end of their major, 

(began in Fall 2006)
	Substantial improvement in such skills, as measured by rubrics
	No results as yet, writing samples continue to be collected
	Takes one more year to implement
	Objective not yet satisfied
	Significant results will be compiled by May 2010

	Majors should be able to justify their own positions with rational arguments
	Examine term papers from upper division 

courses and Capstone Project 
	All majors (as passing the Capstone is required for graduation)
	Begin by looking at final papers in upper division courses 
	First Capstone evaluated  and data on term papers is being collected by department members
	Capstone student succeeded in justifying his thesis

Data on term papers promising so far
	Significant results to be available by May 2010

	Majors should  be acquainted with professional conferences
	Verified by program faculty traveling with students
	At least a third of our majors should attend at least one conference
	Four of our majors attended the APA convention in Philadelphia
	Advisor reports
	Objective satisfied, in part due to SCC funding of  Philosophy Club
	Ongoing

Reexami-nation

	Students completing the Ethics concentration should have command of ethical theory
	Competency to be measured by an Ethics rubric to be applied to final exams in upper division Ethics classes
	90% of students should demonstrate   competency in this area
	Rubric under develop-ment
	
	
	Will implement in the Spring of 2010


