Annual Report, AY 2008-09: HOPE Center Advisory Board
Board Members: Dr. Elizabeth Gruber (Chair), Dr. Kimberly Alexander, Dr. Nicole Burkholder-Mosco, Dr. Laurie Cannady, Dr. Gayatri Devi, Dr. Tara Mitchell, Dr. Lisette Schillig

Overview of Objectives:

The most important objective for the year was to secure appropriate space, a budget, and other resources necessary to get the center underway.  We did so, officially opening the HOPE Center on February 19, 2009.  We will be a resource, and a conduit to resources, for victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, or intimate-partner violence.  The center will also serve our entire campus community by hosting events such as poetry readings, lectures, film screenings, and brown-bag discussions of issues pertaining to gender and social equity.  We have already established relationships with community businesses and organizations, several of which have generously donated furniture and resources to the center.  We look forward to continuing to cultivate these community relationships.  Similarly, we have solicited (and received) donations for the ever-growing library at the HOPE Center.  We are eager for all members of our campus community to make use of our books and other educational materials. 
Daily Operations for the HOPE Center: 

 This past semester (spring 2009), the HOPE Center was open on MWF from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on TTH from 8:00 a.m. to noon and again from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  We were fortunate to have two student employees (both of whom had been certified by the training program for Options Counselors at the Clinton County Women’s Center).  Our student employees worked a total of 17.5 hours.  The remaining hours were staffed by Dr. Gruber, Dr. Burkholder-Mosco, Dr. Devi, Dr. Mitchell, and Dr. Schillig.  A colleague from the English Department, Dr. David Russell, also donated his time to help us maintain the center’s regularly scheduled hours. 

Accomplishments of the HOPE Center for AY 2008-09:

· In October 2008, in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the HOPE Center partnered with LHU’s Women’s Studies Program to co-host a vigil in honor of victims and survivors of domestic violence.  Hosting this vigil will be an annual undertaking of the HOPE Center. 
· In January 2009, after three LHU students were sexually assaulted, the HOPE Center organized a workshop that was conducted by the staff of the Clinton County Women’s Center.  The presentations dispelled myths regarding sexual assault and rape and also provided information about personal safety.

· On February 18, 2009, we hosted an opening reception at the HOPE Center.  Several student groups, including the Distinguished Gentlemen and Lyrically Speaking, were part of our inaugural ceremonies. The Distinguished Gentlemen dedicated a banner to the HOPE Center, pledging their commitment to ending violence against women.  We look forward to future collaborations with these groups. 
· In February 2009, an LHU student who had visited the HOPE Center launched a support group for survivors of sexual assault or intimate-partner violence.  This group, which is run entirely by students, uses the HOPE Center for its weekly meetings. 

· In March 2009, the HOPE Center advisory board was nominated for a Woman of Distinction Award in conjunction with our efforts for the HOPE Center. 
· Throughout the spring 2009 semester, students expressed interest in volunteering at the HOPE Center.  Accordingly, we initiated a volunteer program, one that will provide students with valuable opportunities for campus and community service. 

· In April 2009, the student group the Women’s Coalition re-emerged at LHU (this club had previously existed, but its membership had lapsed).  The Women’s Coalition will hold its weekly meetings at the HOPE Center. 

· On April 21 2009, the HOPE Center sponsored its first annual Take Back the Night march and rally on the LHU campus.  For this occasion, we also held a reception at the HOPE Center. 

· In April 2009, the HOPE Center became a member of the National Women’s Studies Association (NWSA).  This membership will facilitate the board’s attendance and participation at conferences dealing with issues pertinent to the center’s daily operations.  The NWSA membership will also benefit students by giving them access to funding to attend conferences. 
Plans for AY 2009-10:

· Increase the campus profile of the HOPE Center, ensuring that students in need of our services have access to them. 

· Collaborate with relevant committees, departments, and programs on campus so that the HOPE Center best meets the needs of our students. 
· Conduct workshops for new faculty so that they are aware of the services provided by the HOPE Center.
· Host a reception for new students, so that they are aware of the HOPE Center’s services and opportunities. 
· Host the annual vigil in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

· Work with the Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) to host a performance of Eve Ensler’s Vagina Monologues.  This event will part of the programming for April, which is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

· Host the HOPE Center’s second annual Take back the Night march in April 2010. 

· Host film-screenings, book talks, and lectures that generate awareness of all matters pertaining to gender social equity, and justice. 
