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Learning Outcomes Worksheet
Program NameAcademic YearPhilosophy Program

Lock Haven University 

Statement of Goal

Assess Critical Thinking skills of general education students in our classes. 

Where, When, and How Monitored (i.e., Evidence to Be Gathered)

All professors in program have applied CT rubric to representative classes
Expectation for Satisfactory Performance

75% of all students should demonstrate competence in CT
How Results Were Analyzed (When and By Whom?)

At our last department meeting in April 2009
Results / Evaluation

	Number of students who:

69
exceeded expectations

77
met expectations

26
did not meet expectations

exempt

172
Total


	Expectations were:

X
Wholly satisfied

Partially satisfied

Not satisfied

 84% of sampled students met or exceeded expectations 


Analysis (of Data on Performance) and Explanation

Students in Problems in Philosophy received lower scores than in Ethics...in part could be the result of different ways of applying the rubric.  Program responded by increasing CT skills instruction in Problems classes, with the result that our expectations improved from being partially to wholly satisfied. 
Action(s) to Maintain or Improve Level of Achievement 

Continue to increase CT skill instruction in Problems in Philosophy courses by utilizing a six step approach to argument analysis first implemented in Ethics courses
Reexamine in April of 2011
Statement of Goal

Majors should be able to defend their own positions with rational arguments
Where, When, and How Monitored (i.e., Evidence to Be Gathered)

Capstone projects evaluated by three faculty members from the department

Expectation for Satisfactory Performance

All students must pass capstone project with “competent” rating

How Results Were Analyzed (When and By Whom?)

Capstone committee passed our first student in 2009 with a strong overall rating 
Results / Evaluation

	Number of students who:

 1
exceeded expectations

met expectations

did not meet expectations

exempt

 1
Total


	Expectations were:

X
Wholly satisfied

Partially satisfied

Not satisfied




Analysis (of Data on Performance) and Explanation

Results are preliminary...no conclusions can be drawn on the basis of a sample of 1 student
Action(s) to Maintain or Improve Level of Achievement
Continuing to examine Capstone projects as they are completed (one student engaged in Capstone project in the Summer of 2010).
Statement of Goal

Majors should demonstrate a command of the history of philosophy
Where, When, and How Monitored (i.e., Evidence to Be Gathered)

Faculty Capstone committee and term papers in upper division philosophy classes
Expectation for Satisfactory Performance

All students should achieve a rating of “competent” or higher
How Results Were Analyzed (When and By Whom?)

Capstone committee and professors teaching upper division courses
Results / Evaluation

.
	Number of students who:

    1
exceeded expectations

met expectations

did not meet expectations

exempt

    1
Total


	Expectations were:

Wholly satisfied

X
Partially satisfied

Not satisfied




Analysis (of Data on Performance) and Explanation

Data on majors who have not done their capstone yet is (obviously) incomplete, 

Action(s) to Maintain or Improve Level of Achievement 

Faculty will make copies of all term papers by majors next year, applying the same rubric that we use for the Capstone project. 
Statement of Goal

Majors should substantially improve their logic and critical thinking skills
Where, When, and How Monitored (i.e., Evidence to Be Gathered)

Comparison of writing samples at the beginning and end of their major course of study

in terms of the CT rubric we have adopted
Expectation for Satisfactory Performance

Students should improve at least one category over the course of their career (e.g., go from competent to excellent)
How Results Were Analyzed (When and By Whom?)

Results are still partial, as collection of incoming writing samples began in 2006, and we only had two graduates this year.  Both clearly improved in their critical thinking skills over the course of their career
Results / Evaluation

Incomplete
.
	Number of students who:

exceeded expectations

    2 
met expectations

did not meet expectations

exempt

Total


	Expectations were:

Wholly satisfied

X
Partially satisfied

Not satisfied




Analysis (of Data on Performance) and Explanation

Comparison of writing samples at beginning and end of their philosophy studies
Action(s) to Maintain or Improve Level of Achievement
Continue to collect early and late writing samples and compare them as our present majors move towards graduation.
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