Annual Report, AY 2009-10: HOPE Center (East Campus G-204)


In AY 2009-10, members of the Advisory Board for the HOPE Center included the following faculty: Dr. Nicole Burkholder-Mosco, Dr. Laurie Cannady, Dr. Elizabeth Gruber (chair), Dr. Tara Mitchell, and Dr. Lisette Schillig. All board members are active in working at the HOPE Center and in helping to carry out its mission.   

Overview of Objectives:
In AY 2009-10, the HOPE Center continued working to achieve its mission, whose goals include the following: The HOPE Center will be a resource, and a conduit to resources, for victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, or intimate-partner violence.  The HOPE Center will also serve our campus by hosting events such as poetry readings, lectures, film screenings, and brown-bag discussions of issues pertaining to gender and social equity.  We have already established relationships with community businesses and organizations, several of which have generously donated furniture and resources to the center.  We remain committed to partnering with interested campus and community organizations.  Our library continues to grow, and all students, faculty, and staff are invited to make use of the books and other educational the HOPE Center has collected.  The Department of Justice grant recently awarded to Dr. Kimberly Alexander, in the Sociology Department at LHU, establishes a Campus Violence Prevention Program and stipulates that the director of this program will be housed in the HOPE Center.  We look forward to collaborating with the CVPP director, whose tenure will begin on July 19, 2010.  

Daily Operations for the HOPE Center: 
 In Fall 2009, the HOPE Center was open from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on MWF and from 8:00 a.m. to noon, and then from 6:00-8:00 p.m. on TTH.  Twenty of these hours were staffed by our Graduate Assistant, Rochelle Wanner, who is pursuing a Master of Liberal Arts at LHU.  The remaining hours were staffed by members of the advisory board for the HOPE Center, including Dr. Gruber, Dr. Burkholder-Mosco, Dr. Mitchell, and Dr. Schillig.  Additionally, a volunteer from the English Department, Dr. David Russell, worked two hours per week at the HOPE Center.  In Spring 2010, the hours of operation were reduced to the 20 worked by Ms. Wanner.  Accordingly, the HOPE Center’s schedule was adjusted in the following manner: we were open from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on MWF, and from 8:00 a.m. to noon on TTH.  For AY 2010-11, the advisory board has requested that Rochelle Wanner once again be assigned to the HOPE Center as our Graduate Assistant.  We also seek 20 additional hours of student support.  

Accomplishments of the HOPE Center for AY 2009-10:
· In September 2009, the HOPE Center was contacted by a victim advocate for Centre County.  The advocate was working on behalf of an LHU student who had been raped (the attack occurred off-campus).  At the request of the victim, the HOPE Center contacted Dr. Linda Koch’s office, so that the victim’s professors would be properly notified of her circumstances.  An official report was also submitted to LHU’s Office of Campus Safety.  Underreporting of rape and sexual assault is a pervasive problem on college campuses, and although this incident from September 2009 is a small step forward, we believe it demonstrates that the HOPE Center can be a vital resource for ensuring that sexual assault and rape do not go unreported.  We look forward to helping our campus fulfill the obligations set forth in the Clery Act.    

· In October 2009, the HOPE Center partnered with the student group the Women’s Coalition to co-host LHU’s second annual vigil in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  This year’s event drew almost 200 people, and we hope to keep building on this success each year.  This event is one way, perhaps, for us to collaborate with the CVPP in order to achieve the goals and mission established by the grant. 

· In October 2009, the HOPE Center hosted a film screening and follow-up discussion (mediated by members of the Women’s Coalition), which also dealt with the pervasive realities of domestic violence.  Approximately 60 people attended the event. 

· In February 2010, in recognition of National Eating Disorders Awareness Week, the HOPE Center agreed to let the Women’s Coalition use our facility for a film screening and discussion, and we funded the reception for this event.  On this occasion, the film was a documentary, Thin, which chronicles the experiences of four women who are patients at a residential treatment facility for eating disorders.  Forty people attended the event, so it helped us to increase campus-awareness of the HOPE Center’s resources. 

· In March 2010, the HOPE Center was one of the sponsors (along with the President’s Commission on the Status of Women and the Women’s Studies Program) of LHU’s Let Her Voice Be Heard celebration.  Capitalizing on the spirit of Women’s History Month, the Let Her Voice Be Heard event honors the work and achievement of women.  The HOPE Center hosted the event, funded the accompanying reception, and paid for gifts that were distributed to readers.  This occasion also featured the announcement of Woman of Distinction nominees for AY 2009-10.  

· In April 2010, the HOPE Center provided the reception for LHU’s second annual Take Back the Night event.  Take Back the Night is a global initiative, which began in 1976, that illuminates the grim and pervasive realities of sexual assault.  Because April is designated Sexual Assault Awareness Month, it is the perfect opportunity to inspire local participation in the international campaign to end sexual violence.  

· For AY 2010-11, the position of Director for the HOPE Center will be supported with a three-credit release.  This is most welcome news (particularly in such lean financial times).  We respectfully request that the release time is granted annually. 


Plans for AY 2010-11
Overview: Increase campus awareness of the resources provided by the HOPE Center. We would like the HOPE Center to continue to participate in educational programming and events that illuminate the problems of sexual assault, domestic violence, and intimate-relationship violence. Additionally, we are eager to expand our programming so that it encompasses an even broader range of topics and issues.  Accordingly, this year we plan to launch our brown-bag lunch series, which will feature lectures/discussions open to everyone.  We will also host regular movie nights at the HOPE Center, in order to promote discussion and analysis of a myriad of social, cultural, and political issues.  These events will be announced at the beginning of Fall 2010 and listed on our website, and periodic invitations/reminders will be issued.  Other plans include the following: 


· Collaborate with relevant committees, departments, and programs on campus so that the HOPE Center best meets the needs of our students.  We believe that the HOPE Center could be instrumental in helping the director of the CVPP to meet the objectives outlined in the grant. 

· Conduct workshops for new faculty so that they are aware of the services provided by the HOPE Center.

· Host a reception for new students, so that they are aware of the HOPE Center’s services and opportunities. 

· Host the annual vigil in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

· Host the third annual Take back the Night event in April 2011. 

· Launch the brown-bag lunch series. 

· Initiate regular movie-nights, aimed primarily at students. 

· Host book talks, and lectures that generate awareness of all matters pertaining to gender social equity, and justice. 




