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Program Name (Academic Year(s))


Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education

	
Academic Program Review Summary Form
	
	

	
Board Of Governors Policy 1986-04-A
	Please indicate:
	

	
Program NameProgram Name
	Annual Report
	X

	
(Academic Year(s)Academic Year(s))
	Five-Year Review
	


	University
	Lock Haven University
	Degrees Offered
	BS in Education


	Division/Unit
	College of Ed/Human Services
	Program
	Special Education


	Date of Last Major Review
	August 2009
	Completion Date of Current Review
	June 2010


I.
Composition of Review Team (five-year program reviews only)
	Chair:  
	

	External Review Team Members: 
	

	Campus Review Team Members: 
	


II.
Program Data 

Insert other relevant program data related to the program review in the blank rows.

	
	Insert Appropriate Academic Years Below

	
	2005-06
	2006-07
	2007-08
	2008-09
	2009-10 (est.)

	Student Enrollment (Annualized FTE)
	86
	75
	68
	72
	67

	Program Budget / Cost 
(personnel, operating, equipment)
	
	
	$380,030
	$596,047
	$727,478

	Program Cost / Student FTE
	
	
	$5,553
	$8,298
	$10,874

	Faculty FTE
	4.8
	5.3
	4.5
	4.7
	5.8

	Majors Enrolled (Fall Headcount)
	118
	101
	98
	94
	86

	Program Graduates
	22
	18
	11
	19
	17

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Either reflect the portion of the department’s budget (personnel, operating, and equipment) associated with this program, or reflect the Common Cost Accounting instructional costs associated with this program. [Data at www.lhup.edu/planning-and-assessment/program/data.htm.]
[Add any necessary notes or explanations here (optional).]
	Accreditation Status (if any):
	Fully Recognized

	Accrediting Agency: Council for Exceptional Children and the Pennsylvania Department of Education
	

	Effective Date:  CEC 2008, PDE 2004
	



Program Context

How This Program Relates to and Supports the University’s Mission and Strategic Plan

The Special Education Program is continually reviewing program requirements that improve student learning.  Learning outcomes are documented through Live Text in the form of portfolios, teacher work samples, student teacher competency forms, and other data collected by course instructors. The Special Education Program of Study continually meets criteria for national accreditation.   This contributes to the University’s Goal #1, specifically objectives 1-1, 1-4, and 1-9.
          External or Environmental Factors Affecting the Program

National program standards and accrediting bodies affect the quality and content of this program.  Likewise, the Pennsylvania Department of Education makes decisions and requirements regarding teacher certification that influence they types of experiences and coursework our students are expected to master.  The GPA requirement also establishes standards for student achievement as does the need for students to pass the Praxis Exams.

Demand for This Program and its Graduates (Current and Anticipated)

The demand for Special Education classes and content has recently changed.  PDE has proposed major changes in teacher certification in the following ways: 1) All teacher candidates must complete an equivalent of 9 credits in Special Education coursework, and 2) All Special Education teachers must be highly qualified to teach in another specialty area (mathematics, science, early childhood).  There is a growing demand for special education service courses (SPEC204, SPEC 202, SPEC309, and SPEC 345) across all teacher education programs.  Additionally, with an increased emphasis in education on meeting the needs of exceptional students, there is an increasing number of students seeking the special minor.  

The special education major is also beginning to rebound.  In collaboration with the English Department, the Mathematics Department, and the History Department there are now three new avenues for students seeking dual certification with a secondary content area.  This adds to the dual program already in place with the Pre-K to 4 program.  With the creation of the community services track, new students are beginning to be added to the major.  Students who elect the community services track are not seeking teacher certification, but will rather serve individuals with disabilities within community settings.

Most recently, a letter of intent to create a Master’s Degree in Special Education was approved by PASSHE.  A full program approval application will be submitted in fall 2010.

III.
Progress Since Last Review

This should be a brief status report of principal actions taken since the last review, if applicable. 

Student Learning Outcomes

	Action Item
	Steps Taken/Progress Reported
	Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Other Program Outcomes

	Action Item
	Steps Taken/Progress Reported
	Date

	SPEC/English Education
	Dual Major Approved
	Fall 2009

	SPEC/Social Studies Education
	Dual Major Approved
	Fall 2009

	SPEC/ Mathematics Education
	Dual Major Approved
	Spring 2010

	SPEC Community Services Track
	Special Education Major with Concentration in Community Services
	Spring 2010


IV.
Outcomes Assessment (PASSHE Board of Governors Policy 1997-01)

Student Learning Outcomes (list goals and outcomes)

See attached Learning Outcomes Assessment Worksheets.

Program Outcomes (list goals and outcomes)

See attached Program Outcomes Assessment Worksheets.

V.
Strengths

Student Learning 

The program of study includes a sequence of courses aligned with supporting behavioral, cognitive, and physical needs presented by learners with disabilities. The assessments used to measure candidate performance have been designed to address the needs of the unit as well as the standards of CEC. All scoring guides are presented in a format that is clear to candidates. Data provided indicate that candidates are achieving appropriate scores on the various assessments and the interpretation of results provided in the report indicate that the faculty are using the data to develop program improvement targets and strategies.
Other Program Areas

Faculty have been actively involved in scholarly work during the past year.  In addition to creating several new curricular options within the special education major, faculty have been working to bring recognition to the University through their scholarly endeavors.  These efforts include: 3 articles accepted for publication, a presentation at a national conference, and an invitation to serve as an associate editor for a professional journal.  
VI.
Areas in Need of Improvement

Student Learning:  Strengthening course requirements so that students continue to be prepared for field experiences and praxis exams.  Establishing grading criteria that is consistent across multiple sections of courses.
Other Program Areas

Finding appropriate field experience and student teaching placements with cooperating teachers who exemplify good teaching practices.  
VII.
Action Plan

Student Learning Outcomes

	Goals
	Action Plan
	Steps To Be Taken
	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Other Program Outcomes

	Goals
	Action Plan
	Steps To Be Taken
	Date

	Faculty will seek to find appropriate field experience placements across multiple school districts.
	
	
	Fall 2010

	Master’s Degree Program Approval submission
	
	
	Fall 2010

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Resources

Please comment on what additional resources you need and why. Please relate requests specifically to demonstrated findings about student learning. Include evidence that indicates the planned use of resources will be the most effective way to address the need.


With the increased demand for special education courses, faculty are being asked to offer additional sections on overload.  While this request can be honored for a short period of time, faculty will begin to experience burnout if the student demand continues to be met in this fashion.  Within the next two years, additional faculty will be needed to meet the student demand.
VIII.
Comments

Comments by Dean and/or Provost
IX.
Actions Planned by the University

	
	Continue Program
	
	Continue Program and Revise as Indicated

	
	
	
	

	
	Place in Moratorium
	
	Interim Review

	
	
	
	

	
	Discontinue Program
	
	Reorganization

	
	
	
	

	
	Pursue Accreditation
	
	Other (Please explain below)



Department Chair 
Date


Program Coordinator 
Date


Program Review Chair 
Date


Provost or Vice President 
Date
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