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PMS Corner 
By LTC Doug Orsi 

 
The spring semester is almost over for the Soaring 

Eagle Battalion and spring is finally here in Lock Haven.  
The Soaring Eagle battalion has been busy all semester 
with training, which culminated in the Joint FTX at Fort 
Indiantown Gap in late April.  This exercise, held with 
nine other schools in the brigade, helped train and test 
our MS IIIs prior to their attendance at the Leadership 
and Development Assessment Course at Fort Lewis, 
WA.  Other highlights were a Leadership Reaction 
Course held on campus in February and STX/Land 
Navigation training at Bald Eagle State Park in March.  
Additionally, Cadets participated in weekly Leadership 
Labs on campus, honing their technical and leadership 
skills.     

This summer we have twelve MS III Cadets 
participating in the Leadership Development and 
Assessment Course (LDAC) at Fort Lewis, WA and six 
sophomores attending the Leader’s Training Course 
(LTC) at Fort Knox, KY.  We also have two Cadets 
attending Airborne School at Fort Benning, GA and one 
attending Air Assault School at Fort Campbell, KY.  Two 
Cadets are attending training with Cadets at the Military 
Academy at West Point, NY and one MS III is going to 
spend three weeks in South Korea during Cadet Troop 
Leadership Training.  We currently have 40 contracted 
Cadets in our program and 33 receiving scholarship 
benefits.   

I encourage each of our Alumni to let us know 
how you’re doing and pass on your experiences to us to 
share with the Cadets.   

 
   Soaring Eagles….Talons Out! 

 

 
SMSI Corner 

By MSG Thomas Abbott 
 

        Hooha!  Soaring Eagle Cadets, the spring semester 
has come to a close.  First off I would like to congratulate 
the Lock Haven Battalion Chain of Command this 
semester for doing an outstanding job mentoring the 
juniors and ultimately preparing them for camp. The 
ROTC program has developed in a way to give all 
Cadets a good feeling on how an army unit runs. The 
unit’s physical training test scores average have risen 
from 225 to 249, excellent job on the chain of commands 
performance.  
            This spring the Cadet’s encountered intensive 
training on both day and night land navigation, Leaders 
Reaction Course, and training exercises.  We spent 
three days and two nights at Fort Indiantown Gap with 
close to 300 other Cadets from multiple universities. Our 
Cadets were evaluated by other cadre and were 
commended on their performance. I challenge our junior 
Cadets to attend Warrior Forge this summer and 
represent LHU with pride and dignity. I also challenge 
our seniors to take what they have learned from the 
ROTC program and lead our young Americans in today’s 
Army. I also challenge members of the University to 
continue to support the young leaders that are willing to 
stand for and fight for what is right. 
            The Cadets also had their military ball at the Elks 
Club.  Many of them received numerous awards and 
scholarships. ROTC continues to set the example for all 
others to emulate.  I personally want to say how proud 
both the Colonel and I are of their ability.  God speed 
and God bless.  
             
Lock Haven Soaring Eagles this is Talon 7 out! 
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May 9 & 10 2008 Commissioning 
Ceremonies  

 
 The Lock Haven University commissioning 
ceremony took place on 10 May 2008 at 0800 in Price 
Auditorium.   The official party consisted of LTC Orsi, 
MSG Abbot, COL Edwin Drose, guest speaker, Dr. Keith 
Miller, President of Lock Haven University, Dr. Roger 
Johnson, Provost, Dr. Linda Koch, Vice President for 
Student Affairs, and Mr. William Hanelly, Vice President 
for Finance, Administration, and Technology.  The 
following Cadets were commissioned.   
 
Quentin Cummings   PAANG   Infantry 
Robert Fales   Active Duty  Military Police  
Christopher Sebal  Active Duty  Field Artillery 
Benjamin Smith   Active Duty  Quartermaster 
Andrew Widmeyer  Active Duty  Military Police 
Douglas Wolfe   Active Duty  Infantry 
Lydia Brose                    Active Duty  Medical     
          Specialist 
 
 

 
 

COL Ed Drose, US Army, guest speaker during the 
commissioning ceremony 

 
 
 

  
 
Second Lieutenants Lydia Brose and Quentin Cummings 

taking their oath of office 
 
 

The Mansfield University commissioning ceremony 
took place on 9 May 2008 at the Nesbitt Reading Room 
on Mansfield University.  The official party consisted of 
LTC Orsi, MSG Abbot, Dr. Michael Renner, Provost of 
Mansfield University and Dr. Peter Keller, Interim Dean 
of the Faculty.  The following Cadets were 
commissioned 

 
Donald Oechslin  USAR   Engineer 
Allen Krotzer   USAR   Quartermaster 
 

 

 
 

Second Lieutenant Donald Oechslin taking his oath of 
office at Mansfield University 

 
 

 
 

Second Lieutenant Allen Krotzer having his bars placed 
on by LTC Orsi 
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Annual Spring Awards Ceremony 
 

  The annual Spring Awards Ceremony was held 
in conjunction with the Military Ball on 11 April 2008 at 
the Elks Club in Lock Haven, PA.  The following is a list 
of the Cadets and the awards they received.    
 
Department of the Army Superior Cadet Award - 
These cadets have been selected as the outstanding 
Cadets in the class for academic year 2007-2008.  (TOP 
25 % of their class) 
 
Christopher Heist  
Jacob Donaldson 
Paul Ewing  
Douglas Wolfe 
 
Distinguished Military Graduate Award - These 
cadets displayed outstanding qualities of leadership, 
high moral character, noteworthy academic 
achievement, and exceptional aptitude for military 
service. 
 
Quentin Cummings 
Robert Fales 
Andrew Widmeyer 
Douglas Wolfe 
 
Association of the United States Army Award - 
Awarded for his contribution in promoting Military 
Science. 
 
Aaron Johnson 
 
Association of the United States Army Military 
History Award - These cadets are awarded the 
Association of the US Army Military History Award for 
their contributions in promoting Military History Science. 
 
Byron Zeigler 
Sarah Lambert 
 
Reserve Officers Association Award - These cadets 
have demonstrated outstanding competence in the arts 
and sciences of National Defense and are presented this 
award in grateful acknowledgement of meritorious 
contribution to the common good of the United States. 
 
Filberto Martinez 
Bryce Paloskey 
James Moore 
 
 
 
 
 

American Legion Award - These cadets are awarded 
the American Legion Silver Medal for demonstrating 
outstanding Attributes.  (Top 25% ROTC and 10 % 
academics). 
 
Jane Morgan 
Donald Oechslin 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Award - The Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Medal in special recognition of outstanding 
achievement and exceptional leadership ability. 
 
Sydney Smith. 
 
National Sojourners Award - The National Sojourners 
medal recognizes the highest attributes of Americanism 
and support of the United States as a member of the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps. 
 
Joshua Fette 
 
Daughters of the American Revolution Award -  the 
Daughters of the American Revolution Achievement 
medal recognizes qualities of loyalty, patriotism, 
dependability, and good character. 
 
Lydia Brose  
 
Military Order of World Wars Award  - These cadets 
are awarded the Military Order of World wars for their 
plans to commission and serve. 
 
Jaime Dimartile 
Travis Joseph 
Nathan Hakes 
 
 
 
Society Of The War Of 1812 Award  – recognizes 
outstanding achievement in studies and distinguished 
attainment in the ROTC program. 
 
Jacob Donaldson 
 
National Defense Industrial Association Award - for 
outstanding performance in officer training, for 
maintaining a high standard in academic achievement 
and leadership, and for displaying exceptional interest in 
all matters pertaining to defense preparedness and 
national security.  
 
Dustin Tagiaboski 
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Military Order of the Purple Heart Award - for 
exemplary leadership while enrolled in the Senior 
Reserve Officer Training Course.  
 
Dominic DeCarlo 
 
Military Officers Association of America Award - for 
having demonstrated exceptional potential for military 
leadership as a member of the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps. 
 
Brandon Wilson 
 
American Veterans Department of Pennsylvania 
Award - for diligence in the discharge of duties and 
willingness to serve both God and Country for the mutual 
benefit of all. 
 
Mathew McClain 
 

 
 

Mr. Gerald Gurnari, 2nd Vice Commander, Dept of PA 
AMVETS giving Cadet Mathew McClain his award at the 

Lock Haven Elks Club 
 
 
USAA Spirit Award - for his display of traits and 
characteristics which embody the spirit of service to 
others 
 
Andrew Widmeyer  
 
Daniel Pyle Memorial Scholarship Award – awarded 
to a deserving student in memory of Daniel Pyle, a 
student a Lock Haven who killed in a tragic accident.  He 
had a passion for the Military and Army ROTC.   
 
Paulette Davidson 
 

 
 
 
 

Newly contracted Cadets in the ROTC 
Program 

 
 The Soaring Eagles have four new contracted 
Cadets this semester.  MS IIs Filberto Martinez, Mathew 
McClain and Jesse Kline and MS III Paulette Davidson 
took the oath, bringing the number of contracted Cadets 
in the program to 40.  LHUP has over 60 students taking 
Military Science courses through the year.  
 

 
 

LTC Orsi and newly contracted Cadet Fil Martinez 
 

 
 

Cadets attending Warrior Forge this 
summer at Fort Lewis, WA 

 
This summer, the Soaring Eagle Battalion is 

sending 14 Cadets to Fort Lewis, WA for Warrior Forge, 
the Leadership and Development Assessment Course 
for MS III Cadets.  Over 5,000 Cadets from over 270 
ROTC programs will descend upon Fort Lewis for 33 
days of training and evaluation.  The following Cadets 
from LHU will be attending: 
 
Sarah Lambert    Dustin Tagliaboski 
James Antonelli   Nathan Hakes 
Paul Ewing     Joshua Fette 
Byron Zeigler    Jessica Campbell 
Bryce Paloskey    Paulette Davidson 
James Moore    Aaron Johnston 
Jane Morgan      
 
 We wish them all the best and know they will make 
LHU proud with their performance.  
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Annual Military Ball  
 

By Cadet Sarah Lambert 
 
 The annual Lock Haven University Army ROTC 
Military Ball was once again a night to remember for the 
Cadets, cadre and distinguished guests that attended.  
The ball was held at the Lock Haven Elks club on April 
9th, 2008.  Cadets and their dates enjoyed a night of 
food, dancing and socializing with fellow Cadets and 
cadre.  There were many laughs shared and memories 
made.  Senior Cadets took the walk through the 
traditional saber arch with their dates as the moderator, 
Cadet Byron Zeigler, announced their future plans.  
Assortments of interesting food items and drinks were 
poured into the all too familiar Grog bowl as senior 
Cadets told animated stories about the history of Army 
units.  The night continued as Cadets were honored and 
given awards for their outstanding performance 
throughout the year.  Special guests from the American 
Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and family 
members presented awards to our Cadets as well.  It 
was a very honorable and special night for Cadets 
recognized as well as for the cadre that has been 
supporting and teaching them throughout their college 
education.  The night concluded with a slide show of 
pictures and music documenting the fun times Cadets 
had together training and hanging out through out the 
semester.  The Military Ball 2008 was another success 
bringing Cadets closer for a night of fun and allowing 
those whom are moving on to bigger and better things 
such as being Army strong 2nd LT’s, to say goodbye to 
the battle buddies made over the past four years. 

 
 

 
 

Cadet Byron Zeigler, Master of Ceremonies 
 

 

 
 

MSG Abbott and LTC Orsi add the special ingredient to 
the Grog Bowl 

 
 

 
 

Cadet James Antonelli enjoying the grog 
 
 

 
 

Cadets showing their enthusiasm.  From Left to right: 
Cadets Jessica Campbell, Dustin Tagliaboski, Josh 

Fette, and Jamie Dimartile and guests 
 


