January 23, 2012

January 23, 2012

POLI105 American National Government
Lock Haven University | Spring 2012 | Sections 05 and 06
Regular Meeting Times

Section 05: Mon/Wed/Fri 8:00-8:50 a.m. Raub 211
Section 06: Mon/Wed/Fri 9:05-9:55 a.m. Raub 211
Please note and plan accordingly: 

The final exam time for the 8:00 a.m. section is Tuesday, May 8, at 8:00-9:50 a.m.

The final exam time for the 9:05 a.m. section is Friday, May 11, at 10:00-11:50 a.m.

On Wednesday, January 25, we follow the convocation schedule: the 9:05 section will meet at 8:55.
Meeting times may be adjusted for inclement weather. See the LHU inclement weather policy at http://www.lhup.edu/weather.htm for details of how the university communicates weather delays.
Other exceptions to the regular meeting times will be announced in class.
	Instructor: Stanley P. Berard
Office: Raub Hall 209

Phone: 570-484-2187

Email: sberard@lhup.edu
www.lhup.edu/sberard 
	Office Hours in Raub 209: 

Monday 

12:15-2:30 p.m
Tuesday

  2:15-4:30 p.m.
Wednesday 

12:15-1:00 p.m.
Other days and times: by appointment, or whenever the door is open


Course Learning Objectives
Upon completion of the course students will be able to:

· Discuss the basic premises and principles of constitutional government in the U.S.

· Identify, describe, and explain the role and function of the three branches of American government.

· Discuss the basic liberties and protections afforded citizens by the Bill of Rights.

· Compare and contrast political ideologies in American political culture.

· Discuss the role and function of the Republican and Democratic parties in the U.S, as well as third party movements.

· Demonstrate familiarity with the basic constitutional and statutory rules governing elections and election campaigns in American politics.

· Identify and describe the major institutional policy makers in the U.S.; including the Congress, the Presidency, the Judiciary, and the Bureaucracy.

· Discuss the basic processes involved in domestic and foreign policy‑making.
An appendix to this syllabus relates these course objectives to intended learning outcomes for political science and general education students.

Course Materials

All course assignments are based on the application of material from readings and lectures. Most readings will be from the assigned textbook. Additional reading that might be assigned in response to current events or class discussion will be announced in class well ahead of time and be distributed by photocopy, through library reserve, or via electronic means (course web site or email). Instructions and other handouts related to course assignments and exams will be explained in class and distributed by email and on course web site.
Textbook (available at LHU Bookstore):

Jillson, Cal. 2011. American Government: Political Development and Institutional Change. 6th edition. New York: Routledge.

Assignments and Grading
Student grades in the course will be based on the following:

· Three exams in class
· Exam 1 (20% of final course grade): February 24
· Exam 2 (25%): April 6
· Exam 3 (25%): May 8 (section 05); May 11 (section 06)
· Quizzes in class and/or on line (10%)

· Journal (10%)

· Exercises completed in class (10%)

Each exam is comprehensive (that is, exam questions may cover material from any part of the course up to the exam date). Quizzes generally cover a specific textbook chapter or course unit. The journal and in-class exercises are described in separate handouts.
Class Attendance and Making up Missed Work

The instructor will record student attendance, which is of interest because there is a high correlation between attendance and student performance in this course. However, grades are not based on attendance but on learning outcomes demonstrated in assigned work.

Here are provisions for making up missed work:

· Makeup examinations will be at a mutually convenient time during the final examination week.

· Other in-class assignments (exercises or quizzes) will be made up by substituting the student’s highest exam grade for the missed assignment.

· Students remain responsible for material presented in class and for meeting course deadlines regardless of their attendance in class.

· Bring any extenuating circumstances to the instructor’s attention as soon as possible.

Be familiar with the most recent LHU policies regarding Absences from Class and Classroom Behavior, both of which are published in the LHU Student Handbook (http://www.lhup.edu/student-handbook, use ctrl-F to find these headings).

Disability Services for Students
The Office for Disability Services assists with a variety of academic needs. The office also assists students with reasonable accommodations. Students with learning, visual, hearing, and mobility impairments and other disabilities have used the office for the following: course selection, registration assistance, counseling, liaison with state rehabilitation agencies, obtaining books on tape, note taker and reader services, test accommodations, and advocacy.

Students in need of disability services are urged to make their needs known early since some services require considerable advance planning and coordination. For more information contact Dr. Reynol Junco, Director of the Office for Disability Services, 104 Russell Hall, (570) 484-2926.
Academic Honesty Policy

It is fundamental to the integrity of education and scholarship that individuals are evaluated on the basis of their own work and not work they have falsely presented as their own. When I detect acts of academic dishonesty (such as cheating and plagiarism), I will impose an appropriate sanction from those listed in the LHU policy regarding Academic Honesty published in the LHU Student Handbook (http://www.lhup.edu/student-handbook, use ctrl-F to find this heading). Pay special attention to the definition and examples given there of academic dishonesty (like cheating and plagiarism). I will assume you understand what constitutes dishonest behavior, so be sure to review the definitions and ask for any necessary clarifications.
Course Outline

This outline identifies chapters and/or major chapter headings from the 6th edition of Cal Jillson, American Government: Political Development and Institutional Change.

Precise dates for the reading assignments will be announced in class.

I.
Citizens and the Political System
A.
Political Information and Belief Systems
1.
Political Socialization and Public Opinion

Jillson, Chapter 4
Political Information in America; The “American Creed”; Political Socialization; Public Opinion Polling; The Nature of Public Opinion in the United States
2.
The Mass Media and the Political Agenda
Jillson, Chapter 5 
The Mass Media; The Evolution of the Modern Media; Ownership and Regulation of the Media; Media Influence and the Political Agenda; Media Responsibility in American Politics

B.
Political Participation
1.
Interest Groups
Jillson, Chapter 6 
Interest Groups and Social Movements; Interest Groups in American Politics; 
2.
Political Parties
Jillson, Chapter 7
Political Parties in the United States; The State of Political Parties in the United States; The Impact of Minor Parties


3.
Voting, Campaigns, and Elections
Jillson, Chapter 8 
Voting, Campaigns, and Elections; Voting and Nonvoting in American History; 
Political Campaigns: Ambition and Organization; Running for the Presidency
Exam #1
II.
Political Ideas and the Constitution
Jillson, Chapter 1

A Tradition to Draw From; The Liberal Roots of American Politics


Jillson, Chapter 2

Background to the Revolution; Governance During the Revolutionary Period

The Constitutional Convention; The Struggle Over Ratification

 

III.
Government Institutions
A. 
Federalism
Jillson, Chapter 3

The Original Meaning of Federalism; Federalism in the Constitution; Dual Federalism and Its Challengers; From Dual Federalism to Cooperative Federalism; National Mandates and Coercive Federalism; The Future of American Federalism
B.
Congress
Jillson, Chapter 9

Origins and Powers of the Congress; Membership and Service in the Congress

How Congress Has Organized to Do Its Work; The Legislative Process; Congressional Decision Making; Public Disaffection and Congressional Reform

C.
The Presidency
Jillson, Chapter 10

The President; Historical Origins of Executive Power; Constitutional Bases of Presidential Authority; The Growth of Presidential Power; The Range of Presidential Responsibilities; The Presidential Establishment

D.
The Bureaucracy
Jillson, Chapter 11

What is a Bureaucracy?; Growth of the American Bureaucracy; Structure of the National Bureaucracy; Policy Implementation; Bureaucratic Autonomy and Accountability

Bureaucratic Reorganization
Exam #2
IV.
Law, the Courts, and Public Policy
A.
The Federal Courts
Jillson, Chapter 12

Common Law Origins of the American Legal System; Criminal Law and Civil Law; Cases and the Law; Birth of the American Legal System; Supreme Court and the Evolution of Individual Rights; Structure of the Federal Judicial System; Judicial Nomination and Appointment; Disputed Role of the Federal Judiciary

B.
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Jillson, Chapter 13

Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and Majority Rule; Civil Liberties and the Bill of Rights

Rights of Criminal Defendants

Jillson, Chapter 14 

Social Movements; What are Social Movements?; Social Movements in American Politics; Slavery and Abolitionism; Civil Rights and the Civil War Amendments (including all subsections)
C.
Domestic Policy
Jillson, Chapter 15  

History of Economic Management; Perspectives on Modern Economic Management; Institutions of Economic Policymaking; Fiscal Decision Making; Domestic Social Programs; Deficits and Debt: Consequences of Economic Policymaking

D.
Foreign Policy
Jillson, Chapter 16 
American in the World; The U.S. in the Old World Order; The U.S. in the New World Order; The Burden of the Old Order in the New; What Should America Be in the World?
Exam #3

Exam #3 held during Exam Week

Section 05: Tuesday, May 8, at 8:00-9:50 a.m.

Section 06: Friday, May 11, at 10:00-11:50 a.m.
Relationship between Course, Program-level, and University-level Student Learning Outcomes
	Course Learning Outcomes (Objectives)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
	Program Student Learning Outcomes
	University-level Student Learning Outcomes

	1. Describe the structure and processes of the federal government as set forth in the Constitution


	U.S. Government: Students will understand and evaluate fundamental government institutions and political processes in the U.S.
	Knowledge--Social Sciences: Students will identify, evaluate, and interpret political, social, psychological, and historical movements and processes, and assess their impact on the environment, contemporary society and the student’s own life.


	2. Explain concepts such as federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, equality, and bureaucracy and how they relate to our social and political institutions

	U.S. Government
	Knowledge--Social Sciences


	3. Identify and discuss the treatment of minorities (i.e., African Americans, Hispanics, Asians, Native Americans, women, gays and lesbians) under the constitutional system

	U.S. Government
	Knowledge--Social Sciences


	4. Identify and discuss the rights of individuals under our constitution as they have been interpreted by the Supreme Court

	U.S. Government
	Knowledge--Social Sciences


	5. Explain [how] citizen participation input through political parties, interest groups, and public opinion affect[s] policy output

	U.S. Government
	Knowledge--Social Sciences


	6. Identify and describe the growth and changes of the institutions of the U.S. government, including the Congress, the Presidency, the Judiciary, and the Bureaucracy


	U.S. Government
	Knowledge--Social Sciences



If an EMERGENCY situation arises:

Call 711 or 2278 from any campus phone

or
Call 911 or 570-484-2278 from cell or home phone
2

