​​​​​​​​​Human Population Issues
In our judgment, humanities ability to deal successfully with its social, economic, and environmental problems will require the achievement of zero population growth within the lifetime of our children. 
--Statement signed by representatives of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America and 57 other national academies of science, October 1993.

Issues and Threads

Why is population control important?

What are the roles of men and women in population control?

Is it a women’s issue?

Is it a human rights issue?

Is it an abortion issue?

Is it a form of ethnic cleansing?  

What role does education play in population control?

Population growth rates (Doubling times)

Undeveloped Countries (UDCs) i.e. Developing Countries

Syria


19 years

Ethiopia

23 years

Afghanistan
24 years

Mexico 

35 years.

India


37 years

Zimbabwe

28 years

China 

66 years

Developed Countries (DCs)


Russia and Germany are DECLINING

Belgium and Sweden  630 years


Japan

315


US


114

	
	Countries with low population growth rates
	Countries with high population growth rates

	Wealth
	Rich
	Poor

	Educational Level
	Most can read & write
	Many cannot read or write

	Status of Women
	Educated
Financially independent
	Uneducated
Financially dependent

	Status of Children
	Child labor laws
	Many children required to work


What role do these four characteristics play in population growth?

I. Causes of Population Growth


A. Biological 


1. Birthrates exceed death rates


a) Health care and disease


b) Famine, natural disaster and relief efforts


2. Immigration exceeds emigration


a) A problem for DCs


3. Age structure of population


a) Fecundity (total fertility rate of females)

(1) Number of children


b) Child spacing


c) Population momentum

B. Social


1. UDCs



a) In many male dominated societies, role of women is to have and raise children.


b) Encourage early marriage.


c) Social security

(1) Women dependent on husband and children in old age.


d) Little value placed on education of women leaving few options.


2. DCs


a) Women are educated (fertility falls)
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(1) better access to birth control
b) Delay marriage.


c) Have fewer children.


C. Political 


1. UDCs

a) Prior to 1980 the Cameroon government had a pronatalist policy, considered procreation as a fundamental right.


b) China: one child (now two)


c) India very proactive since 50’s

(1) Incentives

(2) Legal abortion

(3) Contraceptives (sterilization)

Political unrest


2. DCs


a) Taxation


b) Immigration policy


(1) Pressure to allow immigrants in.


(2) Causes 1/3 of annual population increase in US

(a) Cheep labor


(3) NAFTA


c) Health insurance pay for birth control


D. Economic


1. UDCs

a) Contraceptive use low
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(1) Africa < 20%

(2) Asia < 45% (except China)

(3) Latin America < 60%

b) Need kids to help support family

(1) No child work laws


c) Need kids to support parents in old age.


2. DCs


a) Contraceptive use high

(1) > 70%


b) Children are money pits

(1) Prevented from working

(2) Must go to school

(3) Must be fed and clothed

(4) “I want to buy a car first”

c) Parents may become money pits!

(1) Social Security


E. Ethical/Religious


1. “Go out and procreate”


2. Abortion


3. Save the Children
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