Journalism 190 

Spring 2008
TR 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.   
Instructor




Office Hours
Sharon Stringer, Ph.D.


MW. 10-noon.
603 Robinson Bldg.



TR 3:30-4:00 p.m.
893-2092 sstringe@lhup.edu


By appointment as needed

Course Description

News writing is designed to teach students the fundamentals of writing the news for print journalism.  This course will stress style, grammar and note-taking skills for journalists.  As well as writing news, students will learn professional standards and ethics. Lectures, laboratory assignments, computer simulations and out-of-the-classroom experiences will be used to help students meet the course objectives.

Course Objectives

This course is designed to help students master the following activities.

1)
To write a lead for a news story.

2)
To write a news story in the inverted pyramid style.

3)
To understand the idea of attribution and to learn to integrate quotations into a story.

4)
To identify what is relevant to a news story.

5)
To write stories acceptable for the student newspaper.

Required Texts
Mencher, Melvin (2008). News Reporting and Writing, (10th ed.) New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. ISBN:  13 9780073511931

The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manuel

The New York Times (available on campus)

Recommended Texts

William Strunk Jr., and E.B. White.  The Elements of Style , 4th ed. (available at amazon.com for $8.00 plus shipping).

Course Labs

Each week students will work on a lab assignment based on classroom lecture and discussion.  Make sure that you can access your campus account so that you can complete lab assignments.  Lab or in-class assignments cannot be made-up.  Lab class will be once a week on Tuesday or Thursdays in 106 Raub.  See schedule.
Quizzes on current events, the reading assignments and AP style will be given throughout the semester.  You will be expected to be familiar with the following:


People and events in the news locally, nationally and internationally.  You must read the New York Times every day.  Good journalists are well-informed news consumers; I recommend that you get in the habit of reading a daily metropolitan newspaper and a weekly news magazine and watching daily-televised newscasts.


News writing style.  Style quizzes are comprehensive, so material covered in early quizzes may be repeated.


Material covered in assigned readings.

Quizzes will be unannounced and be open Stylebook.  Bring it to class every period.  I will not lend out my Stylebook for quizzes.  


Course Policies    NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED; NO EXCEPTIONS
The AP Stylebook is to be used for all writing assignments.  You are responsible for using correct spelling, grammar and usage from the beginning of the semester.

Class attendance is expected.  In-class assignments CANNOT be made up.  

Grades for assignments will be awarded according to these standards:


A:
Outstanding performance.  Copy usually is publishable with little or no 



editing.

B:
Superior performance. Copy usually is publishable with minor editing and revisions.

C:
Adequate performance.  Portions of copy probably would need to be rewritten and closely edited before story could be published.

D:
Marginal performance. Copy contains major factual, structural, writing and usage flaws.  It is doubtful whether it could be published.

E:
Unacceptable performance.  Copy fails to meet even minimum standards for the assignment.

Assignments
Each student is required to write three stories appropriate for the Eagle Eye during the course of the semester. You will be able to rewrite one of them.  You must attend a campus event (sporting event, lecture, presentation, etc) before February 5 (lab day)to complete the in-class assignment and write the first draft of the event story.  The second story requires you to interview no less than seven students about an issue and write a story based on students’ answers and your additional research.  You will bring your notes and write the first draft of the event story in-class. You can get ideas for your textbook.   Stories will be approximately 300 words.  The third story that you will write is a speech story.  You will have to identify an on-campus activity that includes a lecture (Presidential address, guest lecturer, etc), attend the speech and write a story.
All assignments should be submitted in class and include a slug—last name, first name, assignment name, and section.  Mark story in-class1, in-class2, or obit rewrite.  Stories without the proper slug will be docked 10 pts. Quizzes and in-class assignments will be docked one point for improper use or absence of a slug.

Deadlines are just that, deadlines.NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
	Weekly schedule
	Topic
	Reading
	Lab. Assignmt

	January 14
	Course intro

Grammar self-exam
	Ch. 1 & 2

AP stylebook
	Homework, p.3, D

In-class, p 3. E



	January 21
No classes 1/21


	What’s in the news?
News values
	Chapter 3 
	Attend MLK (Wed.)  celebration & take notes for a story 

	January 28
	Writing the Lead

In-class:  Skill Drill Lead Choice
	Chapter 5

Direct vs. indirect
	Simplifying, p. 46

	February 4
	The Lead; Rewrites

Grammar test 2/5
	Review Chapter 5


	Dickens, p.42



	February 11
	Story Structure
	Chapter 6
	In-class /event story;

 discuss an events story

	February 18
	Writer’s Art

Event story due 2/14
	Chapter 7
	Syracuse p.57



	February 25
	Mid-term    2/26
	
	Tightening the lead, p. 57-58

	March 3
	Digging for info

Speech story due 3/4
	Chapter 10
	Highs-low, p. 33



	March 5-16

	Spring Break
	
	

	March 17
	Making Sound Observations
	Chapter 11
	Votes, p. 85

	March 21
No class 3/24
	Building and Using Background 
	Chapter 12
	Skills drill II, p. 91

	March 31
	Finding Sources
	Chapter 13
	Campus project story due 3/27

	April 7

	Interviewing

Students check for accuracy
	Chapters 14 & 15
	Interview classmates and write biographies

	April 14
	Obituaries
	Chapter 19
	In-class obit

Rewrite due 4/10

	April 21
	Fire and Accident Stories
	Chapter 18
	Fire Simulation story

	April 28
	Dept. Assessment
	Review for exam
	

	May 8 (Thurs.)
	Final   9:30 class
	 10-11:50 a.m.
	

	May 9 (Friday)
	Final for 11:00 class
	8:00 – 9:50 a.m.
	


Grades will be based on the following:

Mid-term exam




100

In-class assignments/quizzes (15) 10pts. @

150               

Event story 



 

100
Campus projects story




100
Rewrite (must include original)
                       100 
Speech story





100

Grammar exam




100

Final story(Rebecca Gross)



100

Final exam





100

Total





           950 points

Grammar/Style Test

All journalists must know basic grammar.  Therefore, all students in this class must pass a basic grammar/style exam by 80% before they receive a grade in this course.  If grammar is a problem, make sure that you use on-line tutorials or get help from the writing center.  As most students will have had numerous years of grammar in grade school, I will not take class time to work on grammar.  However, specific problems that are common to the class will be addressed.

Academic Honesty

Journalists are expected to uphold the highest ethical standards.  Any instance of academic dishonesty will be reported to the provost’s office. See the LHU Handbook for a complete description of plagiarism. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:


Plagiarism (copying work written or published by others)


Looking at or copying another student’s work, or allowing another student to look at or copy your work


Talking or otherwise communicating with another student during quizzes or writing assignments, unless instructed to do so


Removing test materials or attempting to remove them from an examination room

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities will be accommodated.  However, you must see Dr. Rey Junco so that appropriate accommodations can be made.

Inclement Weather-  Please check the LHU homepage and your email by 8:30 a.m.

 News Writing

Classroom Schedule – Spring 2008
JOUR 190

Section .02(9:30 a.m.)

Section .0 (11:00 a.m.)
	Date of Class
	Class Location

	Tuesday, January 15
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, January 17
	RLC Mac Lab

	Tuesday, January 22
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, January 24
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, January 29
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, January 31
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, February 5
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, February 7
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, February 12
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, February 14
	RLC Mac Lab

	Tuesday, February 19
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, February 21
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, February 26
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, February 28
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, March 4
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, March 6
	No Class – Spring Break

	Tuesday, March 11
	No Class – Spring Break

	Thursday, March 13
	No Class – Spring Break

	Tuesday, March 18
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, March 20
	RLC Mac Lab

	Tuesday, March 25
	No Class – Follows Monday Schedule

	Thursday, March 27
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, April 1
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, April 3
	RLC Mac Lab

	Tuesday, April 8
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, April 10
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, April 15
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, April 17
	RLC Mac Lab

	Tuesday, April 22
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, April 24
	Robinson 606

	Tuesday, April 29
	Robinson 606

	Thursday, May 1
	RLC Mac Lab

	Thursday, May 8 Final for 9:30 class
	606 Robinson

10:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.

	Friday, May 9 Final for 11:00 class
	606 Robinson

8:00 a.m. – 9:50 a.m.
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