Journalism 290.01/
Fall 2007
Tuesday 606 Robinson
Thursday 128 RLC MAC Lab
Instructor





Office Hours

Sharon B. Stringer, Ph.D.



MW  9:30-11:30 a.m.
Office 603 Robinson




TR 11:00 – 11:30

893-2092





 email: sstringe@lhup.edu





Course Description

This course is an introduction to the practical knowledge and skills used in reporting news.  Students will build upon news writing skills developed in JOURN 190 by concentrating on the use of news gathering techniques, including research and interviewing.

Course Objectives

Students enrolled in this course will gain experience in news gathering, research and writing.  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Utilize the principles learned in Jour 190 to demonstrate the normative professional practices of writing general interest, political and local news stories.

2. Use library resources, interviews, and public records to develop and write news stories from various beats that can be published in a community newspaper such as the Express.
3. Describe and use good techniques to investigate and write deadline and in-depth news and feature stories.

Required Texts

Mencher, Melvin  News Reporting and Writing, 10th ed. New York:  McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2005.   ISBN:  0073212768 / 9780073212760
The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual

Working With Words, recommended
LECTURES

The class will meet on Tuesdays for lecture, discussion and review of laboratory activities.  Students should be present with any assigned readings or written assignments completed and ready to participate in class activities.

The Thursday period for this class will be a newsroom-like laboratory session, which will include tutorials, demonstrations, outside assignments, and practical writing exercises in which students will apply the principles and techniques presented in lectures.  The exercises will help the student better understand news reporting techniques and gain practice in the same.  Thursdays will also be used for field reporting.
ATTENDANCE

Several class sessions are cancelled to accommodate the external experience element of this class.  Much of the work you do will be outside the classroom (i.e. checking court documents, conducting interviews, attending meetings, working with a local newspaper). Therefore, you are expected to be in class when it is scheduled.  Repeated unexcused absences will definitely affect your grade.  You are an adult.  If you must miss class, see one of your classmates for the assignment. Please do not bring me an excuse, indicating that you were sick.  I’ll assume that you missed class for a good reason.
Please do NOT come to me asking what you’ve missed.  SEE YOUR CLASSMATES. 

ASSIGNMENTS
Keep a back-up copy of each assignment in an assignment file. Storing your work on disk is essential because it protects you in the event your work is misplaced or lost in transit.  While such a loss does not occur often, you are responsible for replacing the work if it goes astray.

Experiential Opportunity

This course includes an introduction to the newsroom.  As part of this class you will choose a week in which you will work for 20 hours  at The Express.  This assignment will allow you to increase your understanding of newspaper operations and deadlines while you develop some clips for your graduation portfolio. While on assignment you will write at least 3 stories suitable for The Express.  Assignments will be submitted to me as well as to managing editor Lana Muthler.
Beats

In addition you will also be assigned a beat to follow during the course of the semester.  While most reporters are assigned to beats that address topics of public interest (i.e. education, government, police reports, business, etc.) your beat will be a region of the Lock Haven community.  Beats will include boroughs and townships.  Your final project will be tied to your time in the newsroom, as you will write a feature story about the history of the community you’ve covered while on your beat.  The final story can be about a person, place or thing. 
Most stories that make it in print bring with them a pitch to the editor.  The pitch allows you to run your idea by the editor, presenting a focus, approach and possible sources or contacts for the story.  In many cases, editors screen story pitches and coordinate coverage with the appropriate desk editors.

THE PITCH

For each story you write you will be required to “pitch” the idea to the instructor.  Your pitch should include the story’s focus (who is doing what to whom and why), sources you plan to interview and ideas for artwork that could accompany the story.  Don't underestimate the importance of the pitch. It needs to get the editor’s (my) attention and make me want to read the story. Keep it brief, but not vague. The key is knowing WHAT the story is and WHY it would of interest to local readers. Don't simply tell me that you want to write a story about drugs in Lock Haven. Make some phone calls first. Have a clear sense of the issue, what's at stake and how you will go about telling the story. Know the context of the story and its broader implications. Be prepared to answer basic questions.  PITCHES SHOULD BE TYPED AND SUBMITTED ON PITCH DAY.
Some Helpful Hints

· Your story pitch should be written when you come to class. 

· DON’T miss class on pitch day and leave a long pitch on my voice mail.

· DON’T  take another person’s story (that you read) and try to pitch it as your own without doing some investigation and localizing the story. 

· If an idea is rejected, DON’T TAKE IT PERSONALLY!  I will be happy to explain why it was turned down, and help you with suggestions for another.

 It’s important that before you head for the first interview, you and I have the same idea of the focus, angle and general length of the story. Don’t hesitate to ask questions or email for clarification during your reporting. You may discover that there’s a more interesting angle or that a situation has changed. Just make sure that I know about the change before you write the story. 

City Council
This course includes reporting on local issues.  One of the most important governing bodies in local government is city council.  As members of this class, each of you has been assigned to cover city council meetings.  The Lock Haven City Council meets bi-monthly on Monday nights at 7 p.m.  You are required to attend three meetings (see schedule) during the semester and write stories based on the meetings.  You may want to go the library to read about what issues the city council has been dealing with over the summer.  All council meeting stories should be in my mailbox by 10 a.m. Tuesday following the meeting. No exceptions. You will write an article of 500-750 words based on each meeting, but the story is not limited to the events of the meeting itself. The story might include background information about an issue. You may want to interview an attendee or access legal documents to substantiate the text.  You are responsible for keeping track of meetings you attend, and each story should be slugged “Council meeting1,” “Council meeting2,” etc.  Your stories should be written as if they were for The Express or your local newspaper. 

Lock Haven City Council meetings are held on the first floor in the council chambers of City Hall on the first and third Mondays of each month.  City Hall is located 20 E. Church Street.  Your night to attend the meeting is based on the first initial of your last name.  The schedule is as follows:

Council #1


Council#2


Council#3

Sept. 10       A-H

Oct.  1        A-H 

Nov. 5       
A-I


Sept. 17       I-Z

Oct. 15       I-Z

Nov. 19         
I-Z
FOIA Assignment- group project

Due: Tuesday, Sept. 25 

As part of your assignment on accessing records, you will visit local municipal offices to will see how much information you can determine how forthright local organizations are with public information in police stations, district judges’ offices, and school districts headquarters, and county and municipal offices.

You will contact appropriate offices, introduce yourself by name, and ask the desk attendant for specific information.  1)Be prepared for questions on identity, work affiliation, and motive. By no means should you tell the office worker that you are requesting the information as part of a classroom assignment unless you are asked and only after you’ve asked the employee whether she needs that information as a condition for access to the public record.

Pennsylvania state law requires that people seeking access to public records be able to verify that they are Pennsylvania residents.  Therefore, you should have some sort of state-issued identification available for inspection.  Additional information, such as occupation, is not a legal requirement.

2) Verify that the person fielding the request is acting with full knowledge of his or her office’s open-records policy. 
 3) Politely appeal denials up the chain of command.

The final report will be an essay indicating the information you have found and the problems you incurred.
Graveyard Assignment

Due:   Thursday, Oct. 25
Weather permitting, you will go to the graveyard next to Bentley Hall on Tuesday, Oct. 16.  At that time you will be asked to identify a tombstone of someone who died prior to 1910.  You will be required to write an obituary for that person based on the data that you collect.  The obituary should be 450-500 words.
Note:  You may want to collect several names so that if one doesn’t work out, you’ll have another option.  Be careful to get the names of spouses, children and details from the headstone (such as military emblems) to ensure you have the proper identity when you write the obit.

Census Story Assignment

Due:  Tuesday, Nov. 20
Pick one of the following topics and write a story using census data.  Use the most recent data available.  Consult the 2000 census to find out the following about your county and nearby counties and determine whether your county ranks high or low in the category in which your article focuses.  Use the 1990 US census data (or later) as a benchmark of comparison to most recent figures.  Each story should have at least three sources (not included the census).  Stories should be 400-500 words.

1. physicians, dentists, and nurses

2. motor vehicle deaths

3. average salary of public elementary and secondary school teachers

4. years of school completed, by race

5. median family income

6. life insurance in force

7. infant mortality rate

8. crime rate:  homicide, robbery (PA Crime Statistics)

9. suicide

10. population growth (and/or immigration)

Don’t try to use everything in this list for your story.  Make sure you make the data relevant to the reader.  For example, low median income might suggest that a particular community might want to hire someone to investigate low-income housing.

Historical Data Story Due:  Thursday, Dec. 6
Assignment:  Research a person, place or thing that existed in Clinton County in the early 20th century, by examining public documents and related sources and write a story. The following records (and locations) should help you to develop a story with no less than 600-800 words.
As with all stories, you will need sources and quotes.  Do not limit your source and attribution to the curator of the Clinton County Historical Society.  Contact other historians, family members, and people who have expertise in the subject.

Take time to answer some of the questions that you bring up with your story.  For example, if you find that a women’s group was instrumental in helping to develop Canal try to determine the name of the group and why the women were involved. Try to answer the questions about unusual facts or information that you find in the story.

Obituary (local newspapers, Ross or Stevenson Libraries, and local historical societies).  Check for a story about the person’s death.

Check other printed sources (magazines, almanacs) for political, social, cultural context of subject’s life.

Cemetery records (cemetery office, historical society).  Date of death and burial, cause of death, burial plot ownership

City directories (public or university libraries).  Names, addresses, sometimes spouse and children, employer or profession

Census (government repository library).  Recorded by family name, lists children, other residents in the home, and address, age and citizenship of household head.  Sometimes lists married children.

School census (county superintendent of schools, county clerk, historical society).  Lists children, ages 5-20, in households by names and ages.

Probate (county court, historical society). Hand-written wills (in older records).  Lists heirs and address, executor, inventory of personal property, newspaper notices and bills.  Adoption and guardianship records often included.

Delayed birth records (county clerk, historical society).  Legal document for people born before 1905, to obtain Social Security.

Marriage records (county clerk).  Indexed by year, then by name of either party.  Couple’s names, hometowns, ages, places of birth, parents, marriage date, witnesses, who performed ceremony, etc.

Military records (county veteran’s office).  Records become public when veteran dies.  Includes military discharge information, lists veterans burials in the county, newspaper clippings, photographs, letters.
Naturalization (historical society holds older records).

Other record-holders:  register of deeds to trace property ownership, election commission, and the courts.  

Mortuaries and churches, although non-public, also may provide information.

Goal:  This assignment examines your ability to conduct public record research and use that information to develop a well-documented sketch a former resident of the community.

DEADLINES
Deadlines are a must for journalists. Deadlines for stories will vary but in all cases must be met.  No story will be accepted after it is due, under any circumstances.  Conflicts in your schedule or problems scheduling your assignments are not acceptable excuses for turning in late stories.  Plan ahead, anticipate problems, and budget your time so that you are able to turn in all work on time.  

The course assignments are designed to challenge you while also giving you experience in doing the kind of work required of all journalists.  Remember that your involvement and participation are absolutely essential for the success of the class.  If you have questions about anything we are doing, please do not hesitate to talk to me after class or during office hours.  Also, feel free to stop by me office to talk about  your assignments, internships, careers in the mass media, or anything else.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Journalists are expected to uphold the highest ethical standards.  Any instance of academic dishonesty will be reported to the provost’s office.

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:


• Plagiarism (copying work written or published by others)


• Copying author student’s work, or allowing another student to look at or 


copy your work 


• Submitting Internet assignments (or any work you have not created) as `


your own

REWRITING: One draft is rarely enough. You should never turn in a rough draft. As a former English teacher used to say, "There is no such thing as good writing, only good rewriting and rewriting and . . ." 

DON'T BE A STRANGER: I am here to help you. Please feel free to talk to me at any time about your concerns or questions. Please do not wait until the end of the semester to do so, if you are struggling.  Speak with me after class, come see me, call or e-mail me. 

REVISIONS: Because news is frequently unpredictable, additional reading assignments, adjustments in scheduled topics or assignments, and other changes in the syllabus may be made during the semester in response to news events, the availability of guest speakers and newsmakers, or the progress of the class. 

Factual accuracy--including correctly spelling names of people, places, organizations and institutions--is of utmost importance in your writing.  Factual errors will cost you a failing grade for the assignment.  When you graduate, they will affect your job.

GRADING

All writing assignments will be graded on the basis of how much editing and rewriting would be necessary if the story was to be published in a local newspaper such as the Lock Haven Blue Weekly.  All assignments will be graded on the basis of content and mechanics.  The criteria for content will include effective leads, story organization, and reporting skills.  The criteria for proper mechanics will include Associated Press Stylebook grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  However, no extra credit assignments will be given.

A 90-100:  Outstanding performance.  Copy usually is publishable with little or no editing.

B 80-89: Superior performance.  Copy usually is publishable with minor editing and revisions.

C 70-79: Adequate performance.  Portions of copy probably would need to be rewriting and closely edited before story could be published.

D 60-69:  Marginal performance.  Copy contains major factual, structural, writing and usage flaws.  It is doubtful whether it could be published.

E 59 and under:  Unacceptable performance.  Copy fails to meet even minimum standards for the assignment.

Assignments





       Grade Points

The Express  (3 @ 100pts;)





300


(Whatever they assign)
Beat assignments (3)






300
Convocation story






100
Pitches (3beat and 1 historical data); 25pts @
                       100



Census data story






100

FOIA assignment         





100

City council stories (3)





300

Graveyard Assignment





100




Historical data story 






100

Total possible points





          1500

     Lock Haven University is committed to ensuring that no otherwise qualified individual with a disability be denied participation in or benefits from any of its programs on the basis of a disability. Students with disabilities are encouraged to discuss requests for reasonable accommodations with the professor at the beginning of the semester. In order for accommodations to be provided, your disability must be verified by Dr. Reynol Junco, Director, Office for Disability Services for Students, 104 Russell Hall, 893-2926.

Course Outline for Fall 2007*

	Week of
	Topics and Deadlines
	Assignments

	1- Aug 27
	Course introduction; index card info

Library public resources; Express sign up
	Rd. Chapter 4 pp. 89-109

Lab:  Clinton County handout

	2- Sept. 3
	Writing a meeting story; local gov’t

Express representative visits class
Clinton County Handout due 9/4
	Rd. Chapters 24

Express group #1 rotation
Lab:  City Council Simulation

	3- Sept. 10
	Covering the local beat; Beat assignments “50 places to shop for story ideas;   Using your senses to write a story; City Council#1  A-K H HHHH   
	Come prepared to pitch a story for the Express (Tuesday: 9/11);



	4-Sept. 17 
	FOIA reporting
Attend convocation and write story: City Council #1 L-Z
	Rd. Chapter 4 pp. 88-109

Convocation story 9/20

Express group #2


	5-Sept. 24 
	Press conference reporting
Pitch BEAT story#1
	Rd. Chapter 5

 FOIA due 9/27

	6 Oct. 1
	NO CLASS –Work on Beat#1
City Council #2 A-K
	Rd. Chapter 18

Express group #3 begins

	7- Oct. 8
	Fall Holiday 10/8  
Follow Monday schedule 10/9
Reporting with numbers
Pitch Beat #2
	Beat #1 due  10/9
 NO EMAILS ACCEPTED
Lab:  Numbers assignment


	8- Oct. 15
	Background and sources

In-class Graveyard Activity
	Read Chapters 12 & 13

Beat #2 due 10/18
Express group #4

	9 – Oct. 22
	Covering court stories

(Arraignments, hearings, etc.)
	Read Chapter 21
Graveyard  due 10/25

	10- Oct. 29
	Health and science stories

Pitch Beat #3
	Express group #5 begins

	11-Nov. 5
	“Add some offbeat questions to story”
	Beat #3 due 11/8

	12- Nov. 12
	Reflect on Express experience: Review
	Express group #6

	13- Nov. 19
	Pitch historical data
	Census story due 11/20

	14- Nov. 26
	Work on historical data 
	Express group #7

	15- Dec. 3
	Prepare for final; 
	Dept. assessment

Historical data story due 11/29

	16- Dec.10

	Sec. 01 TR. 12/ 13 10-11:50.


	Final Exams


*Subject to change
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