Mass Communications 491

Propaganda and Public Opinion

Spring 2008




      TR 2:10-3:25  606 Robinson Bldg.
Instructor:





Office Hours:

Sharon B. Stringer, Ph.D.



MW 10:00 – noon 

603 Robinson Bldg.




TR  3:30 – 4:00 
570-893-2092





sstringe@lhup.edu
Course Description:  This course will examine propaganda and the development of propaganda strategies from World War II to present day.  The instructor will use the case study method to examine propaganda strategies in industrial and non-industrial countries, putting particular emphasis on the propaganda messages of the War on Terror.

Course Objectives:  

1. To examine the media of propaganda to help students understand how each medium has unique characteristics for presenting the propaganda message,

2. To examine the institutions and organizations that design and present propaganda—particularly those found in the US, and around the world.
3. To help students understand the types of propaganda techniques and strategies of

     particular persons and governments.

Required Texts:  
Jowett, G.S. and O’Donnell, V. (2005). Propaganda and Persuasion, 4th ed. 
 ISBN: 1412908981
Solomon, N., & Erlich, R. (2002) Target Iraq:  What the news media didn’t tell you. New York, NY: Context Books. 1893956393
Class Meeting 





 

Assignment

Week of:

 January 14

Course introduction and procedures



 
What is Propaganda?




 P&P Ch. 1



     Bring an example of propaganda to class 1/16




 


January 21

How does propaganda differ from persuasion?
 P&P Ch. 1



Discuss question for survey                          Abstract due 1/23



How to Detect Media Bias


Political Campaign
January 28

Propaganda through the ages



 P&P Ch. 2





Discussion of survey and data collection 
Abstract due 1/29









Historical:  WWII or before





Viewing:  Dawn of the Eye 2 (#52307) 48 min.

February 4

Propaganda institutionalized



P&P Ch. 3



“ Why We Fight Films”


Abstract due 2/5



LHU FilM;  Peace, Proaganda  & the Promised Land



Class Meetings







Assignments

February 11

Propaganda and Persuasion examined
             P&P Ch.4
Propaganda: The Art of Persuasion (Nazi section)    

Viewing:  Triumph of Wills (80 min.)           Abstract due 2/12





Editorial or Opinion Page
February 21

Propaganda and Psychological Warfare

P&P Ch.5
Goebbels’ Principles of Propaganda

Abstract due 2/19


Viewing: Goebbels:  Master of Propaganda (#52028) 51 min.

February 24

How to analyze propaganda



P&P Ch. 6



Bias and the New York Times

                                    LHU Video:  “Toxic Sludge” (45 min.)





             Health or Science   Abstract due 2/26
March 4

Mid-Term  Exam    Chapters 1-6

March 5-16

Spring Break 
March 25

Case Studies #1 and 2




P&P Ch. 7

Analyzing propaganda campaigns 

Abstract due 3/27
March 27

Case Studies #3 and 4 


Abstract due 4/1



Using a domestic and an international media outlet, discuss 




how the same event is reported differently




(e.g.  CNN vs. BBC on the President’s Mideast visit)



LHU Video:  Constructing of Public Opinion  (32 min.)    
Propaganda in modern society


P&P Ch.8




When It All Started & The Floundering Press          

     




March 31

Students work on surveys all week
     Book review due 4/3




Telephone surveys 
April 7 

Compilation of data


      Abstract due 4/8



Telephone surveys
April 14

Data Presentations


      Abstract due 4/15
April 21

Data Presentations

May 1 


Data reports developed




Presentations
May 7  (Wed.)
           FINAL  10:00-11:50 a.m.


           Blue Book required 



 
Attendance

Attendance is crucial for success in this course.  Because of the nature of this course, students are expected to have assigned readings or their activities completed before class and participate in class discussion. Regular quizzes may be administered to ensure that weekly assignments are read.  Quizzes cannot be made-up.

As much of our time will be directed at propaganda used during the War in Iraq and in political communication, you will be expected to stay current on the news, including the presidential campaign.  Abstracts on techniques used during the war in Iraq will periodically be submitted.  No late abstracts accepted.

You might want to check the Institute for Communications Studies’ website for ideas. 

http://ics.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.fair.org/index.php?page=121
www.slate.com
http://people-press.org/
http://pewresearch.org/
http://www.prwatch.org/cmd/index.html

How to write an abstract:


An abstract is a brief summary of the content of an article or a case.  In preparing a presentation or policy or recommendation (or term paper), the abstract allows you to quickly review the contents of an article you have previously read.  Because it is used for indexing, information retrieval, and as background material, the abstract should be self-contained and fully intelligible.   Well-written abstracts might actually eliminate the “need” to keep Xerox copies of everything.  Information or conclusions that do not appear in the main body of the original article should not appear in the abstract… it is a summary of the original work, not your opinion, and not what you infer or extrapolate from the original article.  *See note below*


An abstract of a research report should contain statements of the problem, method, results, and conclusions.  Specify the subject population (number, age, sex, etc.) and describe the research design or data-gathering procedures.  Summarize the data, findings, or results, and report the original author’s inferences and conclusions.


An abstract of position paper or theoretical article should state the topics covered, the central thesis, the sources used by the author (e.g., personal observation, published literature, previous research), and the conclusions drawn.  It should be short but informative, and should summarize the original authors’ conclusions.


An abstract of a news story or current affairs article should state the salient data items.  (“Tanker hits reef, oil in bay”), and related issues as defined by the original author (“Who will pay for clean up?).  The abstract should also contain supporting information or collaboration as presented in the article (e.g., extent of damage).  It is important to note whether estimates or accusations or admissions or conclusions are from an “anonymous source,” from an Official Exxon Press Release,” from the author of the news story itself, or from one of the subjects IN the story.


By definition, an abstract should be brief, between 200 and 500 words depending on the complexity of the original article.  In no case should an abstract exceed one page in length.


*NOTE* As an exception to the general rule re: abstracts, your submissions for the purposes of this class should end with an opinion or judgment, or agree/disagree statement on your part.  Have fun with it.


A line or two at the top of the page should indicate from where the article came.


ABSTRACTS WILL BE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DESIGNATED CLASS SESSION.  NO EXCEPTIONS.

Class Project

The course will include a class research project.  We will conduct a telephone survey to determine public opinion.  Much of the work will be completed during class time, but some of the data will be collected after class sessions. If you are unable to administer the telephone survey, please let me know in advance.  You will need to have access to a local telephone line during early evening hours during the survey administration period.
The final project will be a summary of the information you’ve collected.  Students will be divided into small groups and will be charged with composing a section of the final report that will be submitted to the Lock Haven Express and other media outlets deemed appropriate.

Grading criteria

Class Activities                                             Points

Percent
Quizzes/reports 10 pts. @ 


100

20  





Mid-term exam



100

20
Book review




100

10

Telephone survey completion


 50

10
Written summary of survey

            100

20

Final exam




 50

10
Total




           500

100%

Grade Scale

465-500 = A
           

375-389 = C+

440-464 = A-


374-360 = C

425-439 = B+


340-359 = C-

410-424 = B-


305-339 = D

                                              below 305 = E

Academic Misconduct

This university regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences.  Mass communications students should be particularly sensitive to these issues.  Academic misconduct of any kind will be reported.  Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonest are justification for failure on any assignment or the course.  All material turned in for a grade is assumed to be the student’s original work prepared this semester.

How to Write a Book Review

A book review is an essay whose purpose is to comment on a particular work or a series of works bearing upon a single subject or related subjects. The most important element about a book review to remember is that it is a commentary, not merely a summary. You should devote relatively little space to surveying the contents. Simply present a brief outline or synopsis, indicating the general topic, the chronological scope, the major emphasis (political, economic, intellectual, etc.) and which, if any, aspects of the subject are totally ignored. The bulk of your review, therefore, should concentrate on your evaluation of the way the author(s) handled the issues discussed. What is (are) the overall thesis(es) -- the points of view or conclusion? what are your reactions? Did the book(s) enhance your understanding of the issues? Be as direct as possible. Remember, you are the expert. 

In framing your review, you should provide some information on the author(s). What are his or her relevant qualifications and background (or lack thereof) for writing on this subject? What were his or her reasons for writing this book? (Often the preface contains such information) What evidence is cited, and has new documentation become available? If so, identify the new documentation. Or, does the book present a novel interpretation based on previously available documents, or does it provide a new literary or dramatic account of a subject already treated by others? Your conclusions and assessments regarding these aspects, of course, will affect your comparative evaluations of the works. You should also consider the time during which the book was written and, if evident, the author's values and biases. For example, in all likelihood a biography of Senator Joseph McCarthy written by a conservative Republican journalist in l954 will differ from a biography written by a neo-Marxist academic in l974. 

It will probably be necessary to refer to specific portions of the books to illustrate your statements and conclusions, but it is generally not advisable to quote extensively from it. When reviewing more than one book, choose aspects of the subject that are sufficiently broad to cover all of them and compare the books from these particular perspectives. Do not try to make more points than can be accomplished thoroughly in your review. It is better to make a few points well than many points poorly. Once you have decided on the central points you intend to make, treat each one as a separate section of your review. Each section should explain the one point, supporting it with your own arguments and with brief examples from the book(s) under review and drawing conclusions as to the meaning and importance of the point. 

Your review should conclude with your personal critique. Refer back to your introductory paragraph(s). What is your ultimate judgment of the style, format, contents, and historical value of each book? Has each author achieved the purpose, explicit or implicit, for writing the book? Has he or she persuasively argued  the thesis to your satisfaction? Why or why not? Compare the evidence cited and argumentation used to support the respective conclusions. Has the book challenged you intellectually, increasing your knowledge, raising new questions, and/or presenting the material in a novel, even provocative manner? Or does the author simply rehash what everyone already knows? Would you recommend any or all of these books, and at what level -- secondary, undergraduate, graduate? What book on this subject still needs to be written? 

http://astro.temple.edu/~rimmerma/256revs.html

