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Education:

Ph.D., English, Lehigh University, August 2005
Dissertation: “’For Such As He There Is No Death’: Louisa May Alcott’s Rewritings of Henry David Thoreau”

Director: Professor Dawn Keetley

Readers:  Professor Alex Doty, Professor Edward Whitley, Professor John Pettegrew

             Examination Fields:

· Nineteenth-Century American Literature, Professor Alex Doty & Professor Mary-Jo Haronian, examiners.

· Composition & Rhetoric, Professor Barry Kroll, examiner.

· Contemporary American Literature, Professor Betsy Fifer, examiner.

M.A., English, Lehigh University, January 1995

B.A.  King's College, Summa Cum Laude, with Honors, 1992

Teaching Interests:

Composition 

Nineteenth-Century American Literature

Twentieth-Century American Literature

Feminist Theory

Teaching Experience:

Assistant Professor, Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania, Lock Haven, PA. 

   *English 100: Composition, Fall 2006-Fall 2009.

   *English 110: Introduction to Literature, Fall 2006-Fall 2009.

   *English 240: American Literature Before the Civil War, Fall 2007 & Fall 2009.

   *English 328: The Haunted American Text, Spring 2007.

   *English 402: Special Topics-Death in 19th-Century American Literature, Fall 2008.
Visiting Professor, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV.

     *English 102:  Advanced Composition, Fall 2005.
    *English 233: The Short Story, Fall 2005.
     *English 258: Popular American Culture, Fall 2005.
Writing Center Director & Instructor, Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA.

    *English 213.2: Tutorship 1, Fall 2004.

    *English 214.2: Tutorship Independent Study, Fall 2004.   

    *Writing 100: America’s Secret History, Spring 2005.
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Teaching Experience continued:
Instructor, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA.

     *English 1:  Literature & Composition, Fall 2004. 

    *English 2: America’s Secret History, Spring 2005.

    *Summer Excel, Summer 2005.

Instructor, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA.

    *English 215: American Writers, Fall 2002-2004.

    *English 234: Women Writers, Spring 2003-2004.

    *English 970: English Independent Research, Spring 2004.

Writing Center Director & Instructor, Arcadia University, Glenside, PA.

    *English 100: Basic English, Fall 2002 & Spring 2003.

    *English 107: Human Dilemmas, Fall 2002.

Instructor, Cedar Crest College, Allentown, PA.

     *English 243: Poetry, Summer 2002.

    *English 200: Literary Analysis, Summer 2002.

Teaching Fellow, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 1997-2002.

    * English 1: Issues in Contemporary American Culture, in computer classroom.

    * English 2 (“Protest & Rebellion in Society,” “History, Truth, & American Identity,”       

         “Gendered Voices”), in computer classroom.

     * English 123 (“American Literature”), teaching assistant to Professor Peter Beidler.

Instructor, Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA.

    * English 107Z: Western Literature, Spring 2002.

    * English 106A: American Literature, Fall 2001 & Summer 1999.

Instructor, DeSales University, ACCCESS Program, Center Valley, PA. 

    * English 104: Communication & Thought II, Spring 2001.

    * English 250: American Romantics, Fall 2000.

Instructor, Lehigh Carbon Community College, Schnecksville, PA.

     * English 205-41: American Literature I, Summer 2000.

Instructor, Cedar Crest College, Allentown, PA.

      * English 100: Basic Composition in a computer classroom, Fall 1996. 

Instructor, Delaware Valley College, Doylestown, PA.

        * English 1: Freshman Composition, Fall 1995.

       * English 2: Freshman Literature and Research Writing, Spring 1996.
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Administrative Experience:

~Acting Director, Moravian College Writing Center, Moravian College, 2004-2005.

~Director, Arcadia University Writing Center, Arcadia University, 2002-2003.

~Assistant Director, The Center for Writing, Math, & Study Skills, Lehigh University, 2000

-2002.
Publications:

Cummings, Tracey A., "'Upon a Scaffold Hye': Absolon as Herod" in the collaborative 

article "Dramatic Intertextuality in the Miller's Tale: Chaucer's Use of Characters

 from Medieval Drama as Foils for John, Alisoun, Nicholas, and Absolon,"

 Volume 3 (March 1996) of Chaucer Yearbook: A Journal of Late

 Medieval Studies.
Conference Presentations:

“Transcendental Ideas of Death in 19th-Century America,” Lehigh University Graduate Student Conference, invited speaker, Bethlehem, PA, 2008.

“Navigating the Border: Power Possibilities in Being an Exploited University Employee,” PCAS/ACAS Annual Conference, Boston, MA, 2007.  

“Walden as Work: Alcott’s Revision of Thoreau,” SSAWW Conference, Philadelphia, PA, 2006.
“Alcott’s Uncanny Thoreau,” NEMLA Conference, Cambridge, MA, 2005.

“Murder, Mayhem, and Mystery at Walden Pond: Thoreau in the Jane Langton’s God in 

 Concord,” PCAS/ACAS Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA, 2004.

“Imagining of Mother in Robert Pinsky’s Poetry,” Ninth Annual Central New York Conference on Language and Literature, Cortland, NY, 1999 and at Lehigh University’s Women’s Studies Graduate Student Conference, Bethlehem, PA, 1999.

“The ‘Lack’ of Women in John Updike’s Rabbit Angstrom,” Eighth Annual Central New York Conference on Language and Literature, Cortland, NY, 1998.  
"The [Ab]use of Animals in George Orwell's ‘Shooting An Elephant’ and Alice Walker's ‘Am I Blue?,’” Other Voices: 7th Annual American Women of Color Conference, Ocean City, MD, 1997.

"The Other Astrological Conflict in Chaucer's Wife of Bath: 'Contrarius' Mercury and Venus," Seventeenth Medieval Forum, Plymouth State College, Plymouth, NH, 1995.

"The Romantic World of Oz," NEMLA Conference, Boston, Massachusetts,1995.
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Conference Presentations continued:
"'Upon a Scaffold Hye': Absolon as Herod," Sixteenth Medieval Forum, Plymouth State College, Plymouth, NH, 1994.

"'My Black Sin Washed From Me': Merle Hodge's Crick Crack, Monkey as a Novel of Formation," American Women Writers of Colors Conference, Salisbury State University, Salisbury, MD, 1994.

Other Presentations:
Co-moderator of and presenter at “Let Her Voice Be Heard” for the President’s Commission on

the Status of Women, Lock Haven, PA 2009.

Presenter of “Selections from Dorothy Allison on Domestic Violence” for Lock Haven

University’s Women Studies Program Vigil for Victims and Survivors of Domestic Violence, Lock Haven, PA 2008.

Presenter of “Job Talk Roundtable,” Lehigh University Graduate Student Conference, invited

speaker, Bethlehem, PA, 2008.

Representative for English Department, Lock Haven University Open House, Lock Haven, PA,

2008.

Presenter of “Applying to Graduate School” for Lock Haven University’s English Department

Career Night, Lock Haven, PA, 2007.

Presenter of “A Writing Teacher’s Roundtable” for Lehigh University’s Writing Program

Writing Workshop Series, Bethlehem, PA, 2001.

Co-presenter of “Journaling in the Composition Class” for Lehigh University English

 Department’s Writing Workshops series, Bethlehem, PA 2000, 1998. 

“Speaking of Agency: Gender & Sexuality Issues in the Classroom” a roundtable discussion at

Lehigh University’s Women’s Studies Graduate Student Conference, Bethlehem, PA, 1999.

 “What is Feminism?” panelist at Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 1999.

Presenter of “Teaching in Clusters: The Proposal and the Experience” for Lehigh University English Department’s Writing Workshop Series, Bethlehem, PA, 1999.

Co-presenter of “Responding to Student Binge Drinking: Robert Wood Johnson and You” for

Lehigh University English Department’s Writing Workshop Series, Bethlehem, PA, 1999.
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Research:

Research Assistant to Dr. Elizabeth Dolan, Lehigh University, Summer 2003.

Helped to transcribe Charlotte Smith’s Rural Walks and conducted research on the same novel.

Research Assistant to Dr. Patricia Ingham, Lehigh University, Spring 1998-Spring 1999. 

Researched an article on the Alliterative Morte Arthure and on her book project Sovereign Fantasies. 

Honors and Awards:

~Lucy Moses Fellowship, Lehigh University, Fall 2000.

~Robert Wood Johnson Course Development Grant, Summer 1998.

~Teaching Fellowship, Lehigh University, 1997-02.

~Graduated with Honors, Summa Cum Laude, King's College, 1992.

~Thomas Aquinas Society, 1992.
Professional Development:

Participant, APSCUF Leadership Conference, Harrisburg, PA, 2008.

Participant, Lock Haven University New Faculty Internationalization Workshop, Beijing, China

             2007. 

Reader, Educational Testing Service AP Exam Reading, Louisville, KY, & Daytona

Beach, FL, 2006-2008.

Institutional Service:

~CAP Committee, APSCUF, Harrisburg, PA, 2008-2009.

~APSCUF Executive Council, Lock Haven University, 2008-2009.

~Foundations of Excellence Task Force, Lock Haven University, 2008-2009.

~Faculty Advisor, Film Club, Lock Haven University, 2008-2009.

~Faculty Advisor, English Club, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009.

~Faculty Advisor, Sigma Tau Delta, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009. 

~Chair (2008), CAP Steering Committee, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009. 

~Chair (2008/09), Social Committee, Lock Haven University, 2006-2009. 

~Mentor, International Office, Lock Haven University, 2007-2008.

~International Education Committee, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009.
~APSCUF Scholarship Committee, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009.
~First-Year Experience Committee, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009.
~University Writing Committee, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009.
~EAPSU Committee, Lock Haven University, 2007-2009.

~Women’s Studies Steering Committee, Lock Haven University, 2006-2009.

~Reading Series Committee, Lock Haven University, 2006-2009.
~Introduction to Literature Activities Committee, Lock Haven University, 2006-2009.
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Institutional Service continued:

~Lebensfeld Prize Coordinator, Moravian College, 2004-2005.

~Graduate representative, Visiting Lecturers Committee, Lehigh University, 2002-2005.
~Graduate representative, Writing Committee, Lehigh University, 2000-2002.

~Graduate representative, Women’s Studies Steering Committee, Lehigh University, 2000-2002.

~Writing and ESL conversation tutor, The Center for Writing, Math, and Study Skills & the ESL
Department, 1998-2002. 

~Graduate Representative, Graduate Sub-Committee, Women’s Studies Steering Committee,

Lehigh University, 2000-2002.  

~Mentor, English Department’s Mentor to New Teaching Fellow Program, Lehigh University,

1998-2002.
~Chairperson, The Third Annual Lehigh University’s Women’s Studies Graduate Student      

Conference, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Fall 2001.

~Program coordinator, The Second Annual Lehigh University’s Women’s Studies Graduate 

Student Conference, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Spring 2000. 

~Graduate Liaison to Assistant Dean Ingrid Parsons for College of Arts and Sciences, Spring

1999.

~Graduate Representative to Dean Bobb Carson for College of Arts and Sciences Task Force,

            Spring 1999. 

~Designer of web page on possessives and on proposal essays for The Center for Writing, Math,

and Study Skills, Lehigh University.

~Coordinator, English Department’s Graduate Mentor Program, Lehigh University, Summer

1998. 

~Elected representative, Graduate Committee, Fall 1997-Spring 1999.

~subcommittee responsible for creating Lehigh’s new English Department                       Graduate Program brochure, Spring 1998.  

~Co-coordinator of "Medieval Drama Paper Presentation" for the Lehigh University English 
Department's "Thursdays at Drown" program, Spring 1994.

~Registration Coordinator, The Fourth Annual Graduate Student Conference at Lehigh University, Spring 1995.

Professional Memberships:
Thoreau Society, 2002-present.

Modern Language Association, 2005-2006

Northeast Modern Language Association, 1994-2005.

References: 

Professor Dawn Keetley, English Department, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 18015,     

 610-758-5926, dek7@lehigh.edu. 

Professor Alex Doty, English Department, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 18015,


610-758-3315, amd2@lehigh.edu.

Professor Peter Beidler, English Department, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 18015,      

 
610-758-4441, pgb1@lehigh.edu.

Professor Edward Lotto, English Department, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 18015, 

610-758-3097, eel2@lehigh.edu.

