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GRE – What's it All About?
The GRE test has three basic components: the GRE general, GRE writing and GRE subject. It is one of the important admission requirements in colleges in the United States. 

Basically, the GRE is a standardized aptitude test and like all other test that measure aptitude, this one measures a person’s intellectual ability by assessing his or her skills in mathematics and English. The general test measures the verbal skills, the quantitative skills and the analytical skills of an individual. It measures these skills in such a way that they are not related to any specific field of study and it is the sort of thing that is accumulated in a person’s knowledge over a long period of time. The verbal section of the GRE is 30-minutes long and contains 30 questions, the quantitative is a 45 minutes section and it has 28 questions, and lastly comes the analytical section which has a length of 60 minutes and consists of 35 questions. 

GRE – Facts & Figures
GRE is used by more than 60 percent of American graduate programs and is taken in more than one hundred and fifty countries all over the world. 

GRE introduced its computer adaptive test in the year 1992 and by 1999, it completely eliminated the paper and pencil test.  At this moment, all the GRE tests are administered on computers. 

The GRE test is scored out of 1600 marks, and most scores fall between the range of 1000 and 1200, but it's not as if nobody has yet gotten a full score of 1600. A great GRE score does not necessarily secure you a place into a good college, but it definitely contributes a great deal towards your admission. 

The Important Parts of GRE
The biggest part of your GRE test that is considered is the verbal and the quantitative section, the subject test does not hold as much importance as the other two. You should do very well in each of the two parts, try scoring at least 550 on each section to get into doctoral programs. The competition for the Master’s programs is a little less tough and you can score in between 450 to 500 marks. You might have trouble getting admission into a good college should your score be less than 450 in either of the two sections. 

Preparation
One of the most important things that you can do in order to ensure a good GRE result is to prepare for the GRE test beforehand. What you can do is buy a review book and develop a strategy and set up a timetable according to which you set your studying pattern. Brush up your skills in mathematics and English. Work on your composition, vocabulary, reading comprehension, geometry. If you can, try to start your preparation several months beforehand because you cannot cram up all of these things in a period of one or two weeks. 

When is the GRE Held?
The GRE is held all around the year and unlike other exams, where they give you the dates and the time, you can choose your own date and your own time as to when you want to give the test. Is that not amazing? The test is conducted in certain cities two times a day, and five days in a week: Mondays through Fridays. The most peak time for the GRE examinations is from September to December, so in case you plan to give a test during these months you should try to register as earliest as you can, because it might be possible that you do not get a seat. 

When Should I Take the GRE?
Ideally, you should make plans to take the general GRE test in the month of November. Because in case you take the test in November, you can ensure that your scores will be available by the time you want to meet the deadline of the college you are applying to. Another advantage to this strategy is that in case you get bad marks and fare poorly in the test, you can take it again in the month of December and get better scores (hopefully!) 

Retaking the Test
In case you decide to retake the test, there are a few things that you should keep in mind. The first and foremost thing is that it is not necessary that your grades will improve: it is an aptitude test. Secondly, one more thing is that the college you are applying to will get both scores of your GRE test: the old ones, and the new ones. The one option you have is to cancel your test scores, but you can only do this without knowing your score. You will be informed of the scores unofficially as soon as you are done with the test, but officially, it takes ten to fifteen days and after this period the result is mailed to you and to the institution(s) of your choice. 

Registration
In order to take any GRE test, you have to under go the process of registration. There are certain testing sites in each state, and you might want to check out if your school is a testing site for the GRE test. You should always try to register early so that you get the test dates that are of your choice. You can register yourself online, or you can register yourself by mail: for that you will have to complete an application form in the GRE information and Registration Bulletin. One another way is to obtain a copy from the Testing Office which can be found on the campus. 

Who Administers the GRE?
The GRE is administered by the ETS, also known as the Educational Testing Service, it is based in the United States. The Educational Testing Service will report your GRE scores to a limited number of universities. You can have your scores sent to four universities, but not more and the cost of the sending of scores is included in the fee that you pay. 

GRE – The Choice is Yours:
You can take the GRE test up to five times once a month, in one year. But if you want to follow my advice, I would recommend you not to retake the test in case you have gotten average scores already, because you do not know what might happen later onwards. The choice is yours. 
